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ADVERTISEMENT. 



On my return to England, after a pilgri- 
mage to the ruins of Thebes, Karnac, and 
Philoe, I find that "Mesmerism" seems rather 
to have gained than lost ground during 
my absence. I have accordingly decided to 
make a new, though probably useless, sacri- 
fice of time and money on the altar of 
Truth, and publish these Lectures — the re- 
sult of personal eajpm^wc^— delivered in Lon- 
don, before my departure, corrected and 
brought up to the present period. I sub- 
join to them also another Lecture, (Lec- 
ture m.) on the condition of the soul in 
sleep, (written chiefly during quarantine at 
Malta) from reflections on my own dreams, 
at various periods, which will be found to 
have reference to Mesmerism or Hypno- 



IV ADVERTISEMENT. 

tism. This last Lecture lias nev^r been 
delivered; and I should not have entered 
so fully into details, (at timesipf course, 
scHuewhat against my inclinatipn), m these 
cmfessions qf, s}eep^ ^d I nojt w»<jeiyed it 
necessary^ va 9|]:d^r %^ 4^, reader should 
be aWe^ tqi : fcpov v jjjhe., ^|a ; :on ivhich I 
gi-ouiided|.tbe ^opQlft^^fflPft.^ijrhich I have 
arrived I , havff /(Jftps^^fi^y entered into 
partiQulflllgf Qi^\^^ iS%K;-^ called facts: 
the .reftderj:.wiUl)tte^j;^B ^}^ tp decide 
whether my g«fttt:plvftQ^clHWOW!froiii these 
pailieida^ ^y^\ <W. ar^i.npt, ilf^cally de- 
duced* Having po iurti^^i?: ^^ wft?^1>u ,with 
Medicine, as a prpfe$6ioa,iX;i/QamK>t,I;>ie ac- 
cused, in-tbi^ .present aAtoQk a^gainpt Mesr 
merism, of ppposHion from interested me* 
dical motives-na <^rgQ((|f(;^n o^de tmjustly. 
I may noW add: a. few.WQrd^ on a cause 
lyhich, I •cKMiaiCfewie, in England, has tended 
to strengthen the hold ^ thia " Mesmerism" 
on the public mind. Thl^^qMiQ^ ia political^ 
and hence qtsite indeymdmP ^ the truth of 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



the so-called science. It seems supported 
piineipaMy by the Radical and Whig par- 
ties; and h€fnee, if a man is strongly linked 
to dl^r of these, he is apt to think it a 
sort (tf <Mi^<ki6n ■ to support a feHacy which 
has nofhing ^thatever to d6 i«riih politics. 
He win Ml ^^-^^if^ Without having 
made any e:^fftnents I&* hlniself, and 
ahnast tih>€tys wiflifiWat'li^iVfti^ gdne through 
any scientific ttai6S% ^hifeh would enable 
him to deduce ^t ^6bkclii6i6ns from his 
experimentsi-^^e p9^h^Skm^}^ free, and 
truth i^hcBild be^aHowed^ to^fee-pubK^hed 
Kow, I als^ «m €^ the i^ltfef opinion, that 
the press ^^duld, be free ji'ljiit I do not see 
that tMs hd^ anytMng to d<) ^th the pre- 
sent question. A*gtiitt^fill<ish|gild, no doubt, 
be met by tti^tuneilt;j'tJfei4l ^Is 'tfo* to be 
forgotten that tMs'sd-^ll^>M€MSm^8m is 
entirely €s^ertme0§^^ ^(kiOft^Bkff&mtl^ differs 
in toto from the fTiori;/ i^^hcfiis) i^id that 
not five in a^^ibitsand ofi t^e paarties' who 

* r * * 

support *' M^sme^ism. ^* ^ to - its Jkil: extent ^ 



VI ADVERTISEMENT* 

(even when honest) take proper precau- 
tions in making their eizperisnents ; nay, 
they will come before tlie ^uhiio^ and reAise 
even to vary \kkkt exp«fiirien*s^ land advo- 
cate discm^ion^^ ani4 disens^ion toOf sifter- 
wards ! Th^ idoiiwqii€apc& is^ - ith^ve -is ^ 
mass of iiiblsfisE^ pttldisUedi as ^^fact,'' and 
given with -yi'l^lfeNa^eyilhce of truth, 
which AoM QM gre^t desiJof harm to th^ 
poorer clai^is^, ^iinfikiiigiti^m waste thaur 
money, in^ t^fi^wiii^t Meftmeriic exhibiticms, 
and i& C!0tisuklBg^*>S8bitiambules, without 
receivings any' '£id^tiatei advaMagel As 
CaravaggicJ ssiid; ^ I too :am a pamter;^* 
so I, too, atuiforihie^'Sid^iofnliberal politios, 
but I ddi Hitt ;ferget ithat* i tbe press may 
sometinleSiiprkit[ MsBhiz^o^' d^s well as print 
the truth ; UencdTiriay' 'sometimes' do harm; 
as well ai^ 'g^©dq iiJi-f'-A. .^ / 

As evideficft ^o*[rfli^* sfcnmg vitality of 
^^ Mesmerism*' 'iii!4Ms.'e6iibti7 I may ob- 
serve that its 80id-^^e f Zm'^^^still seem^^ 
pretty widely t6 diffiise itself Mid iiBperswt" 



i^iiet. \ fiome time ago— *by a smgular in- 
f^kit J ^£ fioipi^aion-^the author of "The 
fflnfitiaithmff-jof Jdodem Meemmam/' who 
eBvfMkviynidiiis^^ et^bisatod George 

QLQlSitt^H(0hinBaym»eilAe^ on an 

eKCTss v«ff littLe^insgwfifHiV^ Herre^irial 
iml s^irit&Q; bia tiiH^MM^ tM)0irf, politely 
d^fajgtiaied -^^WuBdcffal oifi^pCia^iitr'/by the 
Journal in . 4^^^^h lE^aiigh^)! Imow^ 
the aothor .nSiitd^i^mi^ .hm^ltx^ 
any ofther. -appdhfcBM t^v/Oior ei}nt^^9»iKH 
Mry,. 'ip iteiiiiifeiiatxi^l^i^tfjififeHp^dii^ 
h^g feodldiOiit^ thinsM^t ti9nhestow;'thttt 
tbosti <asswedl^i&erap j»littatft(^ of ikai i&tmi 
OH' ii0t « doeuBiiiiOLi >j3b6wed (a ftdtaUgnoratoce 
of the^aieeuun^offithejwi^ jfioor Brof^ssors 
Grah^n an4 Shaar^^rkeber pr^gn^to attest 
Ma^rter G^mrg0'«rl1«poatnreoIIoBv^ilt.in the 
numbers of the Zoist for the plie»?|it year, the 
reader will obaerDd ^^itnpmtiii$»4J9i'/ ) " must 
have knowti ]ti&dUfi[e/^r;teidisifm]ar ex^es- 
810118, apjdied bi^r'ii(kd~i(i¥j9rwagain to the 
oppcmentBof whiAaua>yfiJi.a d^uble^bense, be 
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Vlll ADTEBTlSfiMEHT. 

called the occult science; for it seems ^a^ 
difficult to get at the truth ev&a in the 
sSances held in the houses of private Mes- 
merists, as in the Leetura-rooms .of • otD* 
public itinerant teachers or taradersi And, 
notloubt, this will continue to be the ease 
till Governtaett thdnk fit to take up 1he 
question, and appdntisoinei'men like Sir 
John Herscbell, Sir Bi' Bbrodie, Drs. Haw- 
kins, Golding Bb*d,' Soilpi^, Messrs. Noad, 
Hunt, Babbage, Br$ld^i]Proiessor Owen, and 
others, to repoi^ on eKperimen/ts varied in 
such a way, that aXL the world will be able 
to judge of what in it is true^ and what 
false. Having in this wOiik given the re- 
sult of considerable experience, I have no 
desire, unless^ s|Jeciftlly called upon for* 
explanation of ^bMt|t)I have herein stated, 
to mixmygfelf>&irthterilip with the matter, 
and am quite indiiB^^eiit whether, if any 
Government CommissiDn be formed, it 
decide for or against' ^^ the views her^ 
expressed, Ab I da m>t see why "Mes- 



ADTBETISBBCENT. IX 

Hieacfiits" should have it aJl their own way, 
I have decided on Bome occasions to fol- 
low the eiz^mpleof plain, unceremoniotis^ 
writii^ set hy the r^^vst ; but I hope I have 
** called things r^bj' their right names." I 
harer often iiiisedi'afabrevlationa,' hut taken 
eare^-^fer^ilie»tinMreM8io£jihislaiiical truth, 
so to e^it^ iofdiif^ imUeprp^^b&k the parties 
tiiemselres, and! thfe ff*<]Vl0ap(ieFic-'^ world 
gmerally, shoiiJid([kii(0\9ti lOfi whom I was 
speaking; and c^r%ii%(ii3hmdd>;«i|j auidh 
persons requi]ie< still pie^tc^: eioame^s, as 
rega^s ! Il3ieilal3elv)e% oil rtbe; Sulbject, I shall 
not hesiAateitor enlighten i(^em. 

Satisfied that I haya giren what appears 
to me a iair aceount, o£(Whab.may be called 
my Travels among ^ ik^ ^Ji^m^ri^t^ in JSng- 
land and abrondy i Qj/gclsiiiimsiry^, • to my 
Travels in the Eapt) litihiA^Vi'my' juitention 
to retract any staAi^gnti o)1 n (expression, 
until the partiesnlj3kem»9lr0s likei to bring 
their " Secret influenoe lof the will" pa- 
tients, and oaifii*s, again forward, andaUow 
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any persons they like to appoint, who have 
had some degree of scientific training — 
such as our Brodies, Sharpeys, Faradays, 
&c. — ^to pasisr.Bin Jap]xii^)tl(bni thj^s^^di^^sed 
miraculous powers. When they do this, 
and — if the opinion goes against them — ^also 
consent ta^pulod£iKidi'ge:]|X^ 

from ^(^ SSl^itiaMq^^SWsftfe^PfiiB^ 

as ill^gottSi t^&lfig P^ti^ 'mi^imennj^f 

bound *o<imftdtf^flmyio9pk&ni6 M&iorSB^ly^ 

but 'JflQjb^r^*'"" *'^ ■ "" 




r^ # ; V'ro;»r B aofns' v/on..>} bUrotuT 'r-.c;: s; 'i 



: -_r ;• i./iv) '^i^ri'-v ,-^' htxl jjahd ^^/-fn /^)7jje y\i:b 
forgotten. . '. " . ^ o:& .iteorf^uw V/at;>?i«d3 

Laboratory, l2,;]^att^e':dtMifiMi^tet^ne^<i' to ^ir I^s 

Xiecemqer. iBal. , 

' c-^. wbI arfi lo sgnurfD Dili inoa , .: • : .. . ) 
v.*j{t worfa oi fOrab e'lmiinU'^n.)') r'f ^' / - -: ./' 
. .. : ^•L»JIwo^3f iBoia^dq flf >j.'iT'jr,« .-i •,> •• • r .3 

> :o ftagm 9fii §nhub Dii^i>n' it>t -;"..- . 

r.iUifit. • > .: ■ ■ - ' 

M (X!^ YjinoispoEdiif'i'^jiiodrji'v*/.'' .. 

-■■ '-* '^'t 'A'>^r"?i (fTi^irr 'to ^ V'T^i^ .j^Tt \ >•<'■.';■ 
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INTRODUCTORY DISCOURSE 



I shall preface these Lectures by assigning my 
reason for objecting to the term Mesmerism, which 
now for some time past has been employed to 
^ designate that state of peculiar sleep, sometimes 
of insensibility, into which some individuals of a 
certain temperament appear to be thrown, by 
making them keep their eyes fixed on the operator 
for a con^derable time, and teithaut the slightest 
motion^ aided by certidn movements of the ope- 
rator's hand before and nearly in contact with the 
patient's face and body, called/>a«9«9, which appear, 
however, to be of v«ry secondary importance in 
inducing the state in question. 

Those who have looked a little into the litera- 
ture of this Mesmerism will have observed that, 
long before Mesmer, our countryman Maxwell 
wrote a Latin work on the subject^, in which h^ 

B 
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distinctly shows that he was acquainted with all 
that may be considered to have a shadow of truth 
in the matter — I mean^ the sleep and oecamonal 
insensibility. I hare not seen Maxwell^ book 
myself, but the reader will find the passage quoted 
at length by Thouuret, (p. 59) in his very scientifio 
work, ^^ Be^^^ss et Dcubtis. tar le Mugmti^tM 

If Mesniey canlbe said to Stafei added any thing 
to what wa^ pr!e^viobsly^kfi6Vh--^but required, as 
Maxwell lui?th^]i sltates^Sk^ttie authcnities of that 
time> to be 'kripb seerot^^'iwas in reference to 
eoirmlfflon^. TAese'^edi to have been the most 
eleariy established effibclB produced by his manipu- 
lations^ but, as life bommonly bperatedjon a num^ 
bei^ of sensiflive persons^^prineipally femdles^^^t 
once, and as wo know that itonetimes in an hos* 
pital (as in Bdearhave's practice) the mere dight of 
one person in Doi^vuMons has thrown most of the 
very sensfl/tdve^pdrseaidtjarokuid into that state, 
merely by the' ewakeoobg'of the instinctive faculty 
of 2W^^/of»^w)tliout aiky thing «like Mesmerism 
being tried — it is clear that Mesmer, in reality^ 
added nothing to what was prevSously known on 
the subject. His weU^known axioms are mere 
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assertions, without even an attempt at proof; and 
his conduot before the Academy of Sciences and 
Bojal Academy of Medicine, (to which I shall 
have oooasion to refia* hereafter) in reference to 
his supposed discoterj^ was suffioieiit to stamp 
him as a pei^son whotdreoded- all fiur and candid 
inquiry into the. legitismtoy >of his eioiiiu?, as any 
one may observe who will take the trouble to go 
to the feu&tain-heai^ whtxe fdlns rela[ted' as it 



occurred, yiz., the f^Miet^r^Apoiami^uedu Map- 
netisme Ammalj''\ by iBunli^ and Dubois. 

Under these ckcu]»8taue$0» although I am no 
more indisposed than is the Re¥«:Hare Towiisbend 
to allow a d^ree of merit to dome of .Mesmei^s 
writings^ I dnist be allowed tK^ -assert that in 
reality be made no discoveiy, aud» therefore, that 
his attempt to lay cfaum to one* was disgraceful : 
oonsequently, oa the score of cdnduetin this re-^ 
spect, as well as of . sbijsnjiMo /justice, that it is 
quite imworthy of the-pBumit'^gef rto call that 
discoyery by the naxte vitMsexAeTn^m^ iwith which, 
in reality ^ Mesmer maybe saidfrto/ have had no- 
thing to do. .':"•.' 

When we malce use of the terms ffaltantc or 
wjUaic ekctrioHyf it is wiih a show of justice and 

b2 
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truths and is a well-merited compliment to Galvatii 
and Volta, since these men were in reality the 
originators of this branch of knb^Wedge. As, 
therefore, it is quite impossible to employ the 
term Mesmerism with the same degree of justice, 
and as the term Animal Magnetism is objection- 
able, because it conveys an idea that the state in 
question resembles Mineral Magnetism, it seems 
right to follow the ' custom, Ih' similar cases, and to 
make use of soin^ ner*^ xWard bf'Greek derivation. 
I shall, therefore^; lil-ffii^' following Lectures, 
adopt the term* '*'Ayp'f^mi\ ' yfeady proposed by 
Mr. Braid, ta^rely-fe^ fifftJngtiteh the state in 
question from common sleej).' Mi:^. feraid, indeed, 
has confined thi^ term to th^ ttate induced by 
looking intently^ some 9Q(xm^%imihGUl! moting the 
eyesy at a pencil'-case, or oiher similar object, held 
a short distance from the fcirehead (by which 
means "a dbiiblt! fiit'^irhal squint**' is produced); 
but as I ha^^' io dowbt that tln^ state is similar to 
what has been' called Mesmerism, I shall use the 
term Hypnotism in(£scriminately. My reason for 
believing this state similar to the ** Mesmeric," 
is, because in two well marked cases I produced 
wtet is called this Mesmeric- state, as well by one 
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plan as the other. In one of these cases the 
patient only lo^t the power of opening the eyes, 
whether l^ypnotized by Mr. Braid's plan or the 
other ; in the second case, that of a man subject 
to epileptic fits^ coma was induced, and no other 
phenomenon^ whichever of the two plans was 
adopted* 

As, in dfi%ei),ci^,tq J4^}Pr^i4,(,J.,8lv^ 91ibsti- 
tute t^,TO)if^-,.^fio^J9rg;^e^p}^iisD», ao I 
shall use the .tw^^c^Aj^^jj^flty^Jnateadgf Mes- 
meric, though dQuJ^tlgfgtJjf T59j:v^flJjirpiM>% sleep 
may imply a little, ^u^^gj^^^^utftflapym^^mng 
will be understppij, .tliiyi%IJ5pu^f^,)iyj^ bj^l^^used. 

Mr. ?rai^ Ijff? ne^^yr^p^fi^^^^^tp^haK pro- 
duced., ,«flwr\^jrfpcg^, %T^g^^jj|n|,, JIMti^ict of 

by his wdf .off <^jj^r9^g^,^d ^(i,j5(^,be.the ob- 
j^t of: the ifHojif^Ji^f^j^j^ ^^l^^^wtbat these 
results hare ofiYS^f^gfi^%iJa^^r^.^rf>^nced by 
Mesmerism, fi^^,,^.,fg^^J.^^^h therefore 
beg att^tioB, f^^_,ff}f^^^^j^o^,p^, t^p effect 
that the beU^:ip,|t^gf|^,^alI^^§ 19 iCaici;ilated to 
have on tiie publfp jp^^r^^^ .perhaps, as a (wnse- 
quence, even on.the4a:^a>th^aiadyes. 
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Undoubtedly, pretenders to clairvoyance aid 
similar marvellous powers are entitled to fair 
examination; but, when their pretensionfe are 
found invalid, and the persons who erfribit them 
found to be impostors. Or dtipes, the expiosiife of 
the fraud, or error, -whifeh^vef it may b6,= becomes 
more essentially ^a persidh'sf duty in this tfcftli iii a 
common case of 'fi^iid; foiT ifi^ this the pocket 
merely strfffers a'Kttle ;' wfeiikdS, % a[ belief in the 
former, not only' d6 -We ^StiBufik pecuniary loss of 
comparafiVayiJftW^^itt^eilj^e, but the beHef of 
those Krid bf^fa!lA6ieSi1^g^ip^gated, which tends 
to bring bkck the siQ>4i^ftS61i brth^' darkest ages. 

In ^hat I^r; ^fe&fe of ^Pkri^ cWfc Mh ^*M*gnetic 
Transactionsf;** ^wttfe* dP Ms ^tt^Jtosfeii biaifvidllous 
results ar^ attempted t6 lie'elxJfliM^d by- reference 

to the oldVo'^ks o&^magic^'' He alhitJeg, fbr in- 

*■ til 

stance, to ii b^*ef prev^eiitin former titties, viz., 
that if a model 'o^*li'']^i*sbli were taken in wax, 
and the region tff^Hrf^hfeaffi 6f ihis'figtre pierced 
through w!th!'^ii'*feVllknityilt, that "by this means 
the persdli "Mttifeeff'-^oiaai be' killed ! In fact, 
when we once bfegiri to 'bielleve In the power of 
the will of on6 individual' to affect another indi- 
vidual (who has often submitted to the Mes- 
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merie processes) at considerable distances — and 
most of the professed Mesmerists do this — ^there is 
no difficulty in believing in the truth of witchcraft 
and every superstition of the darkest^ vilest^ and 
most pernicious character. 

Dtr. Teste'^ credulityon these ^iflgects does not 
appear, to go. further .^l^an that ^ a great many 
English MesmewtSp He t^fEai,,as regards his be- 
lief in the; tr^th of the xidici4oiup in^gical art just 
alluded to, has on^^pij^f^ the.t?^^, narrow gulph 
which separates ,J4^pff^r^m i^ m^c Mes- 
merism has ab:eady.Ji9ng^ppi^^' taken the place of 
astrology, and ScHnnaiji^i^l^. are -daily, advertised 
in the Pari3 papers for ^^ Becherch^s^ and con- 
sulted .for the recovery of stolen goods. 

I have, no doubt th^t a great many honest indi- 
viduals have had unjust suspicions, cast on them, 
in consequence of the |ial£-dreaff^, half-cunning 
assertions of such Somogml^ule^. Thi^, then, is a 
present evil of belief iA /3i;n^h.^1?^w4?ty ; and surely, 
if astrologers are nQ^r depppnc^, as obtaining 
money under ficilsQ pret^encefs^ the ^ew art, which 
seems to aspire not oply. 1^. supply, the place of 
this astrology, but also to gp in many ree^iects far 
beyond it, and, as we have seen in Dr. Teste's 
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case, to tend to a belief in the wildest dreams 6f 
magic, should undergo severe scratiny, and, if 
found a delusion, should stand in the same posttion 
relative to law as astrology now does. 

In the present day, we can have very Iklle 
idea of the suspicion and misery which at fbrmer 
periods were^aus^dby theafcnost ui^ersal belief: 
in oracles, m^i6, i^M divlhtitik^l Th^ belief in 
these, interf^otett^iftS'*it''#fesVith ^he regions of 
Greece andRioftoei't^iidedi llb^dotobt, to fceep the 
ancients in Hhttt iiUsWaKfe^'^V^i'anee of phycdeal 
science and the cWT66t^^l&i^l0dge of nature, in 
which they remdnefl t'6 ^ffite^ end of their political 
existence. 

The beBef in iha^<i,'diVitifttfon, and oracles, 
being sanctioned kid J)i'otectedlb|^ the Government 
as a part of the iia1i6nal teHgioh, it was bf course 
put out of the phHosopE^i^fe' pdntrei^ to examine how 
far any supposed'&ifpettrdttirairdecision could be 
accounted fbr by WT^fiAiice' to physical causes. 
Where to doubt •w'is'^id' "expose one^s self to the 
censure of pubB6 bjliiiibil, t6 deny would be con- 
sidered still more censurable ;'a,rid accordingly we 
find that, although Cidero (tO use his own words) 
"wondered how two augurs could look at each 
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otber without laughing/^ still that he himself 
quietly went through the duties of that office, 
and would not have dreamt of injuring himself in 
the estimation of his fellow-oitizens by any thing 
like an open mvest%|iti(3» of the subije^oty although 
few men at tibat tun^. could, hay^ be^n better 
quaUfied^^sueh was JMs , philosp{il4f»l miad-^or 
an impartial and jiu^MiQas 4^£(tf^}pation, x^f this and 
simihur questions. . , Al^ugh^.h^ .h^4 . acquired 
from experience a.!Sufl|cif^tb(¥iy.igf pyidence to 
demonstrate the ab/9U]pdi||jr, p£.apgi;i)ijr> ilk would 
not have been worthy, ^^lularaA'SuiQh a period of 
popular ignoranoep to . l^Vje ^^ligbten^ the world 
on the subject. 

In addition to.tbis interweaving of superstition 
with religion^— whidb in ancieAt tixnes aided the 
state (^ popular ignoranoe in making natural 
science sacred^ or an un4^ sul^pt for human 
inquiry — the almost i^pftft^mt-^tP-t^ .Pf warfare in 
which the ancients, liy^d, ,te»4®l'i Jikewise mate- 
rially to retard the pro^r^s^ 9^T!^ ,Qpl,vi]Azation. 

Although it may be tru^ t^tv ^'W>J>g us, natural 
knowledge has not ceas^ tp progress during the 
periods of war, still this lias only been the case in 
consequence of the present condition of society, 
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which^ by leaving a great part of tiifi poptihtion 
unengaged in the straggle, has enabled the phi- 
losophers among these quietly to pursue the 
splendid diseoveries of modem times ^ hence haTe 
resulted steam-engines and eteam-^boats, t«ib«Mds, 
electric telegraphs, and, ta go 'back but a fittle 
further, 1^ printiitig<^press. 

It is in our knowledge of Ihese thalt theuomli- 
zation of the 'modems, gurpasses tbo civilization of 
the ancients; for notf oidy< haVe tilie didoovaies 
themselTes had a be^e^»Ed: Reflect in increasing 
the amicable fedlmgt lundng nations, and destroy- 
ing or checking absdtfdeiipeitdtitSoiiS) but the very 
pursuit of knowledge, by huinaniBing the dispo- 
sition, has ab(4ished the use c^- torture^' and made 
the warfare of modem times ^mpstmtiVely lenient 
to what it was imder the Gr]>eek» and BomAns ; 
and, indeedy fokr a long period aft^ their p^itieal 
existence -had beased. To apfdy ike discoveries 
of a modem >p&floi&^h6]V«-MA Eji^ht— to this 
subject, the i^oquir^d 'quaUti^of increased hu- 
manity and a loyeof^knotwl^^dge- seem to have 
become— ^fortunately ' fotr u»-**a8 hereditary in 
man, as he found, by a<)tuai experiment, acquired 
qualities to be in the lower «niimds. 
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Bactxy thati, seeiOB to have been two of the 
prineitHJ eauaes that retarded the progress of 
eUiliaatioB among the ancients. If any one 
doubts, that an increase in the amount of our 
kui^ivtedge of iphysks and ohemistiy has a salu- 
tary influence on legisUtion> mi hence on civi- 
lization generally, he -may look among other 
exaoapLss ito the ohaiige that took plaee in the 
old Boaaaa • lair -xegja^diAg diiriuatioii: after the 
aoeession o£ the Empenor Gonstantine. We find, 
on aceottnt of th^t state- j^ijiignoranoe of this age in 
matters of phyeieaL igidtahemioid scicsice, that the 
reform oeiild only be..par|ialKaiid that divination 
could Mt be wiith .justice toU^Ujf suppr^ssedi ^ce 
those who .believed it true, (and such was the 
c<Mamoti .belifif .of that age) were .obliged to admit 
it to bje.sam^mes useftil^ . ^^. Those arts which 
professed. to avert the thunder firom, the house, 
the hurricane .and desolating shower from the 
fruitfiil fields );^er0y^.^aystii^..Mi|man, ^^ expressly 
sanctioned as benefiME^ to the^haabandman ■"' ^ 

* 

Now, hsA Fiimhlia's /diaeovery of the identity 
of lightning sAd alectrieity, been made at this 
period, such a law li^^the abo^ve. could no longer 

1 Milman^s ^'moMry ^f C^isikmity,** V<^. ii^ p. 30. 
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hare remained in existence; but, while ihe etDr 
peror and his advisers continued to believe in die 
truth of divination, it was a perfectly just aaid 
benevolent law. 

But the worst part of such miperstitbos beUsf 
was its tendency to begeC ubmerlted punidinient;< 
Thus we filfid, at the period just alluded to, the 
severity of the ptini^iiAefit for the ptadaee of 
divination wJth att'eVil totent; or in an anbwfnl 
way, was so gtetHly Increased, that the culprit 
was condemned to be*tutel*Uve, And Sopater, 
the philosopher aiid fri^bd^'Of Ck>nstantine, was 
actually beheaded by*flf*''^toperor*8 order, in con- 
sequence of tho absurd tilamour of the populace, 
who accused him of' having bound the winds to 
the adverse quarter by magical arts, and thus 
prevented the importation of corn while a famine 
was threatening the land.* In like manner, 
under Valeni^niah, wbeir th(d crltne of magic was 
declared of eqnal 'eri^waaity wl A treason, « « evi- 
dence by torti^rfe' wfts^'listStcl«d from men of every 
rank and station, imS^'^dMb^r^ Were condemned 
to a barbarous and^igjtottiijfriout de^th.'*'* 

* Milman*8 "IJistory of Christianity," vol. ii., p. 81. 
? Ibid. p. 155. . 
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In like way with l*egaxd to witchcraft. We 
know tbat^ till comparatively a very recent period, 
aumbeiTs wesre put to death, both in this Country 
and in the continent of Europe generally, for this 
purely isiiaginary erime. I beg to refer to a late 
number of the ^^^Qdiaburgh Review" for details 
Oil this subject. The .r,ead^]^ willr i^eobably be 
startled at the in^den^e.^OtUmb^iof :those who, at 
Tariou3'int€r7«lsi su;fi^fE^ ^P^I^on accouat of the 
sfupposed crime im .qi^eetipn, and to so late a 
period as that o( if»4g^rMsht,:y^ho passed the 
sentence of death on ^f})^. last;. {>er^on suspected 
of witchcraft in this opvuitry.i . I do not mean, 
however, to say that the. persons thus put to 
death should have suffered np punishment what- 
ever. . ' 

Dr. Ma*fa^,i'ia his "Traveler in the East," 
telb us that hfylcaught a fellow^ who professed 
to be aUo to w^ke-the sg^^ pf the dead, in the 
act of draiwingjtbe Iikep)$p»'fQf'^e..ligure with phos- 
plK>rus ourtbe waU,j>a9>^9Qn^M th^ candles were 
extmguifihed ; , and- th Wft i iC^U; t)e very little doubt 
that many of ihpsQ'loriperJiy su^ected of witch- 
craft were guilty of frauds of a character more 
or less similar to the above. But the punishment 
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should have bee^ for the fraudi a&d uot for the 
witchcraft.^ 

While witchcraft was believed in, this was mxt 
to impossible; and as a punishment for the one 
would be presumed to be required of a &r giraver 
character than for the others we retuim to the 
point in this regard with which we started^ vis., 
the injurious effect on sooietj generally of a 
belief in such fittpe]%rtiti<Hts w witcheraft But, 
as we have already seen m Dxk Teste's case^ how 
vety near our prc^essed Mesmerists are to similar 
fallacies^ the pernicious effect of superstition or 
credulity^ even to this eictwt» is obviouai 

It is a common, practice with writers on Mes- 
meiism to appeal to the superstitions of the 
ancients in support of the truth of their 8o*called 
science. The oracles, perhaps, niore especially 
are appealed to> to show, that the belief in the 
development <^ supeimatuc^l powers in the human 

^ I find, on referriiig ^ the fn^pkAi Bng'Bsfa law on this 
subject, that "the eriffiQ pf. ,¥ri^hc^ta£fc) enchantment, or 
sorcery, was erased from our penal code in the reign of 
George 11., and that no prosecution can be carried on 
against any person fyt those art^ i bai'the misdemeanours of 
persons preten/iing .^ use^4tfi l9 slUl puni^died with a 
year*s imprisonment and hard labour/* ^ — Inglesant oh 
English Law^ p. 132 (1844). 
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mind, xLtder certain circumstances, was a tenet 
embraced by the most intellectual races of an- 
tiquity. But most assuredly, in matters of physical 
sdence, the ancients are no authority for the 
modems, since the writings of the leading natu- 
ralists among them, Seneca, Pliny, and Plutarch, 
for instance, abound with errors on points of fact, 
due cliiefly to the age in which they lived, rather 
than to any other cause. Moreover, even at that 
time, some of the leiad^ intellects did not believe 
in the popular supersdlSons, as we have already 
mentioned in the ease of Cicero, although no 
doubt he, like the k^est, must have held very 
erroneous opinions on points of physical science 
not then properly elucidated by experiments. 
Besides, not* only was there ignorance on one 
side, but there was too often obvious fraud on the 
other. Witness the speaking statue in Egypt, 
and similar soK^diled supematurai powers. 

That most of the* pirodig^ wd laculties held in 
sacred and awe*^rtidk V€fnei^tkni by the ancients 
can be now easily explained by a reference to 
mere physical causes, mfty.bc^ seen by consulting 
the learned work of M. Stilverte cm this subject 
Those inclined to pursue this particular investi- 
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gation may there find able asdistaooe ; and I must 
content myself here with the general ass^rlion^ 
that the innate tendency of the human mind to 
duperstition-^a tendency the greater in propor- 
tion as the knowledge of phyBical science is less-^ 
is qnite adequate to explain the general belief of 
the ancients in divination^ ^oopmle^s «nd prodigies 
— ^nay, we know that so dtrtO?ig is the instinet 
of superstition (so to callit)t)i^^^wy even edu- 
cated persons^ of .tiaer^e9entv.4a.y9 that works 
on the vain eoienc^^^f <^tr<4p^' continue to sell^ 
and astrologers ind, jqth^r;/2«^l^y^mo^«r8 con- 
tinue to be consulted* . jll^d {^do not call astrology 
a vain seienee >on meff^, report, but from having 
myself studied it for some time^ and seen the 
absurdity of its foundations and the general erro- 
neousness of its predictions. 

I shall have o0OasioD5 in the^ following Lectures, 
to give two or three: t^xatfiplf^ of such credulity 
or innate supes»titi0%:;Wf^cb. I myself witnessed 
in educated peopl^> in ite&r^nce to supposed Mes- 
meric phenomeHi^^, ^hic^ ,, credulity, had I not 
myself seen, I sbouidr not have believed. But 
having once witnessed what slight evidence even 
intelligent individuals will sometimes consider 
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proof on these subjects^ I am prepared to regard 
not' only the belief of the ancients in similar 
superstition as no proof whatever of truth in the 
matter, but also to regard those works of the 
modems in which similar astounding so-called 
facts are related in regard to Animal Magnetism, 
as in like manner, when not dictated by motives 
of fraud, niost certaiiify dictated by motives of 
honest yet absurd cn^tffitrf sr > • 

But it is useless W ^dre^ the instanclive 
superstition of our nattik^^'by m^re words ; it must 
be addressed likewisfe by'fitf^ts. There exists, it 
is w^U known, a clfesS df *^)fe^ons who make it the 
business of their lives i<i gx(S*^'thie wonder of the 
mnltitude. At the risk f b^ing th<n.ght to de- 
scend to too familiar an example, I must state 
that I here allude to the class of persons com- 
monly known bjf^fie nam^'of conjurors. Such is 
the quickness of *m6tlQil''6bme Of these persons 
have acquired by l6ng'^%c*ice, tliat even the 
quickest sight tries in Wlii to foBow those move- 
ments which we know^ifcfe^'feke place, but which 
we yet cannot perceive.' Bj^ this quickness of 
motion, aided by other arts, Robert Houdin, of 
Paris, and the '^Mysterious Lady," as she called 
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herself^ of London, have managed to act what 
Mesmerists have called "Second sight," better 
than the Somnambules themselves. But the in- 
dividuals just mentioned tell you at once they use 
no Mesmerism in the matter, and of course no 
magic, in the strict sense of that word. 

Viewed, then, in reference to what we may caU 
the oceult scienoe, this JGa6t plwixly sholfs tbdt it 
is much more probable Somnambules operate by 
the same means, or at all events by some more or 
less similar, in thdse.ois^^ igiibisie they seem to suc- 
ceed, than in con^g^i^npg ojf ,^y r^al devdopment 
of supeo^atural porvrers i^ the pi:<ocesses of the 
suppqsed .Animal M^gAetism. , . 
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TRUE AND FALSE MESMERISM. 



LBOTUItE I. 



Gentlemen — When an * impartial person looks 
into the literature of -the. 9iit^}ect under disouasion, 
and proceeds to examine, by way of booJcSy the 
evidence for and against the existence of elair- 
voyance, and the higher class of the so-called 
Mesmeric phenomena, he is almost of necessity 
obliged to. yield to the weight of evidence, and, in 
spite of the natural incredulity of our nature, where 
such marvels are concerned, to confess himself a 
believer. 

After having perused the works of Townshend, 
Colquhoun, and others in this country, of Deleuze, 
Bicard, Teste, Gharpignon, and others in France, 
and the marvels contamed in Growe'^s translation of 
Scherin von Prevorst, a mere book-student on the 
subject will find it difficult to withhold his assent 
to the apparently well-attested &cts contained in 
these essays, put forth as they are with such an 
air of earnestness and conviction. (Jnder such 
circumstances, the correct path for a student seems 
to be, to distrust more or less all that has been 
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written in &vour of clairvoyance and similar mar- 
vellous powers, and to make experiments for himself 
on what are considered the most celebrated and 
best established cases. 

Even in pursuing this course, the attainment of 
truth will be found very difficult, partly from the 
cunning of Somnambules themselves, and partly 
from the iuteres1|ed motives of those, lyho accomr 
pany them fta operators in Jceeping up the delusion. 
Hence, fartly^ no doubt, the reason why the ac- 
count that Dr. Forbes has. bublish^d of A — x-s i§ 
premature,, §)r, y;^rta,i|ily , D^, J'orbes obtained no 
proof th9>t A — ac-8ta.d.iio-,dairyjC)yftnt power, though 
ne strougly s^^pepted ip- >,I J?jave^een A — x-s ei^ht 
or ten timeSi aifd,i|i ^as.qnly ^the very last exhi- 
bitions that I obtained^ ih,^ i^pst complete evi- 
dence that h^ luiid.^o,clai^i;YX)y4nt power whatever; 

though, a sepm^x^y t>Y9. P^^^^W.^^^y ^ ^^^ obtained^ 
as it appear^ to. i^pp bettpf ' Evidence than is to bfi 
found in I)x.liFo?',l?^s'^,bo9^, thai Ke was not clair?? 
royant, by. the M^^erj^t, \f ho . ajccppapanied him 
refusing to aUo^riiejito try, i£.hoi coiihl read wh^ 
the book was placed ^ivectly opposite M J^h© ^^^7 
age. I shall no>y prpcqed,. ^revioualy^to giving 
a general outii^e jpf, the.ej^genmenis I have raad^ 
with this Somiw.ml?iUW.^p., enter into a few pai^- 
ticulars \yh^Rh';:ppyuiRf ^<HS^i6ft. by w^y of pre- 
liminary., J jr/['VT')'u m Mm// .1. . t ' 

As thar€^.sefl«}3,^icjiift^4e^Je ,ft7i4Qnqe in support 
of the trut^^ofj^tj^e pjcjcfj^igjmtjjprpductipn of the 
Mesmeric slQ^p,}4j,;][^^J^.jfoi^;5)^e as ne- 

cessarily consi^^tri^g .ih^,i&nip^p?.bule in the light 
of an impostor^ t.^P^ yfl^i^^ the contrary, 

he may be s|iig|c^ti]^Je, ,jof,»})ej9g,)i]irown into the 
Mesmeric state; ,^);^d^, 11,89, 4?)^^njgay in this state 
have believed th^t h^} ^^tjy {pip^^ssed the power of 
olairvoyancp, Jt . W ,atn^jK)ua ,to p^t. this suggestion 
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forward, because it may tend to soften the ran- 
corous animosity which must always be produced 
in a greater or^less degree where^ny t&ng like 
an imputation on character is concerned ; and 
because such animosity is detrimental to the great 
interests of truth. I repeat, therefore, my perfect 
willingness to give this Somnambule the benefit 
of any doubt that may exist, and to consider that 
he was always ^thrown into a state of Hypnotism, 
and, in eonse(]^uence„ into a state resembling, in 
some respects, comtnon sleep. 

But in common sleep w6 toow that -credulity is^ 
so much increased that "vfe kr^ obliged, as Bertrand 
says, to believe the mdst absurd things we may 
dream, although jus^ h^fSre ^oiitff to sleep we had 
made the resolutioit id attempt to disbelieve any 
absurdity that mi^ht' jii^k^Ht its^ff in oiir dream. 
Hence, we may perhSps,i t^Ithbut error, ' consider 
it the same with the HVptiotic sleep; for Som- 
nambules in this state (n not impostors) seem to 
believe they possess almost any power they are told 
they possess, and Xvill begiii describing^ a particular 
room, or telling the symptOTtts of a disease and the 

J>roper remedy, though (as T have always found, in 
bur or five of the tdo^i noted, both here and 
abroad) they were perfectly ignot*ant on the matter. 
And I may here odsefye, that I think Mr. Braid, 
who has written so well in general on the points 
under consideration, hk^' 'if oi^^ioti^h, in his "In- 
quiry into the influenxi^ ofihe T!ftlnd on the Body,'' 
insisted on this «)a^r??^, half^foblish state in which 
the Hypnotic sleep, wtieh real, consists. With 
him, I am inclined to b^eve, that persons in this 
state are not always to be regarded as impostors 
when they affirm they cannot leave hold of a chair, 
after having been told that they cannot do so, or 
after having heard the M^meriser say to those 
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around, that they cannot. But, supposing they 
think they cannot, all this only shows t^at, in th« 
Hypnotic state, or even in the waking state, when 
a very credulous and superstitious person is ope- 
rated on, a state of partial or complete palsy of the 
will may be produced ; that some people by Hyp-> 
notism, and others by OTer^oredulity, or a sort of 
superstitious fear, may be made to believe what is 
told them, and, in such ease, tlrnt they either will 
not, or cannot, exert their will. But, as sudden 
fright, such as asserting the house is on fire, and 
making 9ueh pertione Mieeethis 4o be the ca$e^ by 
suddenly runmng out, ^», would, no doubt, soon 
bring back the energy of thetr will, and make them 
leave hold of the chair,- and i«l^ their legs as well as 
their arms, such effectv eve» when recUy is a mere 
psychological phenomeoon^.i It only shows that 
Bome few persons (for Mr« B^d could not produce 
the effect on all) are as-crdc^/ou^ when awake as 
others are when asleep. It only shows that people 
may not be impostors, when they look extremely 
like them ; but it tends to prove that no;^^ Mesmeric 
fluid ''^ exists, rather than to sanction the beli^ in 
such a physical influence ; and if we may go so 
far as to call it a psvcbologioal ph^oiomenon, we see 
clearly there ia notbiog of tihe. supernatural in it, 
as some Hypnotists* would hfive* us- believe. 

Another imp9rtia«it ^ofeseiiea msiy be drawn from 
these refleetiousiiwbichiib^i thai there neji^er was a 

f 'eater fallacy- thaii. to ton<)eive, as the Rev. H. 
ownshend has jdo^Vitiithai. otherwise scientific 
work, '' Faots in Meameri[am>^' (which, in the main, 
by the bye, are aiiy .thing but ^' facts") that the 
soul of the Som];i9aibttIe is purear than that of the 
person awake. Most of the German and French 
writers, too, have embraced this absurd opinion, 
and, what is worse, for the interests of truth, acted 
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upon it. Hence it is, that we have the dicta of a 
credulous German woman put down as prophecies. 
Hence it is, that SonmambuleB have been $o much 
trusted and believed; and all the absurdities they 
hare said in regard to the diagnosis and treatment 
of diseases, predictions of death, description of 
remote and concealed objects, &c., been received, I 
may say, as sacred. Now, from having examined 
great numbers of them, I can safely assert that, 
whether asle^ or awake, they are prone to more 
trickery and deception than any, ^ except the very 
worst of our species. The practical inference con- 
sequently is, tnat they -require more watching than 
mankind in general, gather than less ; and, if all 
sources of fiillacy had been removed, such as not 
speaking aloud in theii? 'presence, &c., we never 
snould have had half^ the lateurd stories published 
concerning them, " as fafetsi*"' 

And this brings mie to' my reason for making the 
present inquiries public. It> is not so much to 
injure A — x-^, or other 8omnamb(u)es, who may 
possibly f believe' that they reially possess the powers 
which are ascribed to them (and whether or not 
some people that go to see them seem to wish to 
be humbuffffed)y as to jprevient lei|med and disin- 
terested men, sucih* as Townsbend and others, from 
wastinc]^ their time in fotmlng abstruse .theories for 
the explication of phenoimftiiU'' (s^Kvcfa asj clairvoyance, 
&c.) which, in air probli,biiit{^<«dor not exist; for, if 
A — x-s was not clairvoyanrt, (who'btert.ainly had re- 
ceived more testtmoni^ Ih his faivkirthan probably 
any other that ever existed) ther^y is not the slightest 
doubt in my mind that no dueh> power was pos- 
sessed by Mr. Town»hend's Somnambule, who, by 
the way, I took a good deal of trouble to find out, 
when I was in the neighbourhood of Brussels, but 
without success. 
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From what I subsequently saw of A— -x-s and 
his brother, and on a former occasion of G — xte, 
and others in London whose pretensions to the i^rt 
of acting were too low to name, I have no doubt 
that Mr. Townshend was deceived in this. Just as he 
was in so many other points^ in r^rd to sympathy 
of taste, &c., by the cunning of the Sorpnapibulos 
just alluded toi aided, no doulrt, by hid own. precon- 
ceived opinion of th^ir sugeTtof i?a*idpur and honesty. 

After thes^ observation^^, it will be seen that 
I regard a Jbyppotised, p.eri9p '?^ ^^ \\^i of a 
dreaming per^oja,, ^of^ ^f ,yp<f..p\e^.e, a blindfolded 
person, who, ii^,p.uch ^j,2i^. B^^tuyally enough tries 
to gain information iroin all extraneous sources, 
and in cpns^uei^e ig^gr<{fl^e,.jt,o [exert more art and 
cunning than peo^e oomfl[i9^yly. 

1 ehail now j^ro^^Mfe igpi^tiqn the general out- 
line of the 'e^pwflpt^n^^ade wxtt A— x-s; pre- 
viously stating,%y waif.pf snoVing how superior in 
point of acting; was. tnisSoiiihq.mBule to oomnam* 
bules in general, that M. J— t, who holds a high 
scientific appointment at Brussels, and is, besides, 
a Correspondent .of the Academy of Sciences at 
Paris, told me that, he himself had contributed 

freatly to deyelbp^th^ m^jrvyious powers of A — ^xhs, 
y offering himjaj^^^jt^^f^'so each time he should 
perceive an^|improjg^!^j}t i^^his clairvoyant powers. 
" Thus, by the, st rang, (S|a?^mid} of, the Somnambule's 
wtll^ continvi^d mip^gen^UopiajH, "the powers were 
gradually brought to uieuj^^pre^ent degree of per- 
fection ."V Bi^sme^ji ^an|^^ Mes- 
merism may W, poij^iijlfei' to .!^how how numerous 
were the testim6|ne| in^ h^ii^.rjiyoTir, among men who 
had had sonket^ing..li)^ejjg{^i^i*t!fic training, and 
among the eduea.t^f classy gepirally. 

After these .dbaeijvajiojjis, I think the assertions 
of two Hypnotists, who informed me, when I had 
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decided to deliver the present Lectures, that they 
never had thought any thing of the powers of 
A — x-s, compared with others, patients of their 
own or patients they had seen, as made a little too 
late. It is, however, a good exemplification of that 
system of subterfiige and ingenuity which I have 
met with almost constantly, both at home and 
abroad, iti pursuing the present inquiries ; and 
which w'ould have disgusted me at the outset, had 
I not considered the attainment of truth, on these 
marvellous points, a prize worth almost any sacri- 
fice. Many of the disciples of Mesmer are by far 
too faithful imitators of their master ; and, without 
his intellectual power^, present again to our notice 
all his duplicity. 

I have already obsi^rv'ell that the Hypnotist re^ 
fiised, at one seance*, i^'^^i^ A — x--s could read 
when the book was helfl^ 6pposite the bandage. I 
accordingly, in th6 pres^t^ (which was a private 
stance) got the signatures of two gentlemen attached 
to my own, as requiring this experiment to be tried 
in the present seance^ >s well as the putting the 
cotton wool and bandage on the page of the book ; 
for, as he professed to b^ able to read through these^ 
when applied to his eyes, of course previously shut, 
there could be no reason \fhy he should not be able 
to read through them, when on' the page of the 
book itself, In his f^plV, he consented to try these 
two experiments, and also tfiat'lA^x-s should read 
any word which each of us^Soiila le^ve written on 
the table in our bedroomy.'^/ ;^^ ^J^- 

When, however, it came to ftie'point, the Som- 
nambule again declined to t^ad opposite the band- 
age, but told me td put the book at the back of his 
head, and he would read there, I have no doubt 
he expected to be aUe'"to get a glance at a few 
words of the page, as it passed to the back of hia^ 
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head. He was, however, mistaken ; and, although 
held some time at the hack of his head, he failed to 
do any thing more satisfactory than when paper 
envelopes containing words are given him ; in which 
case, it is nothing hut a system of clever guessing, 
after putting questions indirectly to the bystanders. 
As he always fails, when left entirely to himself^ in 
these cases, so he failed perfectly to read by the back 
of his head. In like manner, whjen the qotton wool was 
put on the book, finding he covfld^se^ nothing throiigh 
it, he immediately said " No ; I will read through 
that hat.'' By tl^i^ If^poJ^on-Uke celprity he put 
me a little off my ^'ix^yi(\r\i<0Tgoi the cotton 
wool and bandage T^ad hQ;v^ tj^en. removed from his 
eyes. He consequeiiijblV w^^,) eiiabied to see two 
words, when I removea [tnia cptton wool jGrom the 
page, to put it in.|h^ |iaii The words were, 
" Histoire de^,'*^ wmon he said right; and he 
onered to read up ippre..^ 

In regard to reading the word left in my bed- 
room, the failure was most cpmplete. He first of 
all said^'Paris,^"then ''Vert."^' The word was. 
'* Donn^,*^ written very large, and left in the centre 
of the table; exactly as requested. My American 
friend seemed Jo think he read the word in his 
room ; but he obviously, assisted him (though pro- 
bably unconsciously) py,te|l)ing,liira when he guessed 
a right letter. ' He was pilso of a very superstitious 
turn ; for, when tr^yeltlI^^ in Egypt, he had reftised 
to see the " old Maojiciari''. there, considering that 
his powers .were established, aiad that there was 
something irreligious even ill witnessing the cere- 
mony. Lord lfiiig8Bljj Mh Licie^ Sir G. Wilkin- 
son, and others, eeem "noir, however, fully decided 
that he is an impostor; and wheii there, myself, at 
the beginning of this j^earj I found he had been 
banished as such; my dragoman being also per« 
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Buaded this waa his proper appeHatioD, instead of 
Ma£;ician.' 

Althougli I considered this glance a perfect failure, 
yet, to clear up even a vettige of doubt, I waa anxious 
to have another : accordingly, they were ofl'ered a 
small sum, should they fail to do what ^as required 
in tlie last eirnice, and a larger sum, (sixty francs) 
should they succeed. They declined these terms, 
and we got up a subscription of fifty irancs for 
tbenl, which Hiev were, to receive whether they 
&iled or succeeded. 

In order to bofjin amicably, tho Hypnotist aiid 
A — x-8 wei-L' allowed to have their own way en- 
tirely for L;ilf an hour or so, during which time, 
having begun by playing, ^ith oonsidemblo accu- 
racy, at icarte, (to gi-adiisllj niise his powtT, as the 
Mesmeristsaid — '■'■Ariei%c^r4artem ) hefiiiisli^d 
by reading a line and a half 'Very (juickly, wlien a 
small printed book was presented tu him. His 
eyeballs had been filled witli' a considerable quan- 
tity of cotttiii wuoi, and the bandage applied appa- 
rently very «oll, by one of the spectators; Imt we 
observed tn iit lie once put his hand up to it j (which 
of course complutelv vitiated the expfrimeut) but, 
for the sake of a little peace ai first, nothing was 
siud. I had, however, on other occasions seen him 
do the samp tbiu^;, without flisturbing the bandages 
by his hands. Ilr again this time refused to try 
to read, «Br/'.r //'.* two condMlom above named, when 
I presented tbi' book to liim. 

Mr. B (so <;oriip]i.-t(' ;i .-.-ci.lii; iliat liG dnnifs 

' Aoother had seorc^y talijah bis plaM, and a party I 
knew tried him, and spent th^ roooey, aa tbcif afterwards 
coofesied, on a man who Itnaw no more of mi^ than they 
tbemeelves. I abould saf tbe Arabs in Egj'pt are not bo 
honest as the Turks at Constantinople ; and accordingly in 
this latter city I did not hcax of any " Uagiciaa." 
C2 
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even the Hypnotic sleep and insenaibility) now came 

forward, and offered to give him fi^e pounds in ad- 

dition, if he would read when he hinmelf bandaged 

his eyes. As Mr. B was annoytrf atpaying 

to be dupedj and unable to speak & word of Fpeoidi^ 

I was the willing medium of cotiUmunicationbe^ 

tween him and tfae^HypiiotiBt:; andfhj leaving oat 

his <^p(robriou»:epUheta4 and kqeping up .as ftiehdly 

relatioDS uspipossiblev 1 1^' last pEevatkdoki them to 
let tins expmdi^ntibe tri^dw w. i.i».. 

I knew this plan was the only way to sacoeed, 
because we (touldi]XQKijpfr£<>udfsei/»n^ ^^i^itry d>ny 
experimeiii 'agiunHB iaur. #»Ih]<( I^haid beeuy of coarse, 
distpptiiiiled by hia'stilb ddoUnin^ito- try to read 
throii£h^h& >1y0<i^[iOBiriHthI>jilielboDk opposite his 
eyes, but h^&ki mjssei&ol^ed^ta yield to the will 
of the ma4ority^i7nhoiied3V)eq.)'deQidedly adverse to 
any thing likfer aiii^ite^ftpliMliiint?teitigatio& of the 
subject ; forv''wli^U(jtbie|f>tfciund'^l7/hadi$uDceeded in 
persiiadjlng (tikavMeemeri0t>fay/eTrcry;QOBs^idorartiQa^ 
a^d .pactiotftUrlyJ>{ryli[bei amouiit»;«l ih^ nfffl^ to let 
Mr. Bt-4r7^try lh]«i:exp§iam«nlv^)tui^^ ymimee 
sent ioimoiltor ^jeen^jHaiti-.thej iinajoeity ivmilef satisfied 
with what hadtbe^n>;don0.! i . ' : J • l ( • - 

So mueh*fe3!itb^ lovoitof Seienoe in the masses, 
taken promiscuously i!!-^tfdr,/to nearly all the thirty 
persons preset <ther'i^m^A:ofitbe exhibition seemed 
of little, moo^eiiiti c(>m|»£irfidiwitb .atA interest as a 
mere ^i^scbml^A r J-tHobghtTitinHrasKas* Well to be deaf 
till I had man£^!(d toi^geWtUdcbiasixKess definitively 
settled heliw<^ett[th9itwarfk)lia^Qni«kSvi^ made them 
nnderstand eoiib j^fterxi^ior'^V^ had seen no** 

thing but;,wbit !lihacl ^^ni>mor^,, and my two 
Bugg0stions had not enren^y^^shad afair trial* 

A — x^ ha4 hithertor wifely (fatermined to try 
at nothing but whathei^a^ sure .ofc ^succeeding in, 
mom or less ; ftjwJr ac eoiodinglyi ey«n jiow, though I 
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had a reiy stroBg belief he had no clairvoyant 
power, I eould not have conceived myself justified 
in saying, wUi^aisolutfg certainty^ he had not. Such 
is our ignorance;, even at the priient period^ of all 
the poweia lof Nature, <tiiat a certain deffree of scep- 
ticisin ifieemB alwaya the wisest, course, until we 
have iBMiagedi t& get oo9^fei^^><^idence. ^- The 
road to wij^m^^' {-oiotwitbdbiiRling^all* ouir* great 
modevn d<k9Co?eries)i is. still,! asi^iic^ w{u»)>wfaeii the 
ancient philosopher wrote^. '*«* ihr&uj^ith^/pOTfcals of 

Mr, Bj " ■ ■" ■^ kavh:igr:put*aiqu»iitityrof eoftton wool 
on eachof the'dyeib,kppIicd<»di]lM]idk6rdik£tr^^ 
veraely. He theuiiheM iSb^f'-Tory mink 'hooh fpom 
which A — XH9 had(])ididbtiiin0(aQ&)a/halfiab6u<l half 
an hour ago^ dire&t^ysMosih'ilaB bi'ddhg^, foci dbovLt 
five minutes -ort nu&epmi^utiicrvQn^a* single Word 
being readsl^ 'i 'thcbihsUja^jtfiUiliiii^ thbsaniet man- 
ner : ef«ni'tU«tlwlisi>n«rfK»itoidiJlibutiE^/wa8^ re^ncj^tied 
by A'^-4x-^.(asrios'a^eiimusieeMskd^^ to-pmittp 
the baohibf ^fats Ikeadi^rhe^tbii&jai^/ ho^doitbtj :tliet« 
migfatibe iiifAtamae^ofim^mn^i^iBgA 'pisi^ itibadk- 
wiardfi;; Bot^i ^fy^xinnaiy'gtta^lstgftiBst'thisyand took 
care, in moving it, that the^baw'^fl ihe'card only 
could be visilde'toihi«dl,'i(^hQn'l btlought'itdown a 
little from iihe/^wmt 'Idvelbf-hisl^reiv/^iniits passage 
b^ind. On then tdtnlng\$<»fao4Jtoiwan;da' this head, 
4he card oven rdmabiedJiint«|di<> ■> 9lieM»nfessed him- 
self tired, and'thfi»4evnliiiKiad(t&islnemWable stance. 

One pbinV esptelaMj^ W^l^ bf '^mark on this 
ooeasion was kid^^^imep4tf<'iiio^ngithi^b<n^ 
cotton soldy bi^mnKOilirvaibttemms if^&fade ; for, 
as so muoh waan ii&cistafc^ l^iWAl'Mew^tiiat the 
application of ift&i^kAvto '1be'<baiidsi^ew<mld not 
be toleitatedr 4>k tjdrnfiiig. Upabai bi^d, before re- 
moving ^e bandage,'- a^>ehang&>iiitf the jiosition of 
the cotton wook was diaiiiibld^^^s^ii^ible': a groove 
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bad been worked by the side of the nose, saffieient 
to allow a few rays of light to reach the eye ; and 
he would certainly have been able to read, even on 
this occasion^ had not the book, as a^eine qua non^ 
been always kept on a level with the: bwdage, and 
moved upwards when he attempted (whieh he did 
on this. as well a^ formerly) to' th^ow his head 
backward. By thia maDcsnvre, at the preyious 
private s^nee^ he contrived U^ get a decided vote in 
his favour by! or»e of tbe .party j for wh^, contrary 
to the agreentent^ he docli^ed trjring to road when 
I held the book opp^te/the; hafid^e, m^A also at 
the back of his b^d^^hd' suddenly med out, in 
French, "No; I.will(i<ie'i$aone; I will read from 
the wall app<M»ite 4ii9( bi£^jf# y^ please.'' 

Accordingly) the iiw^i^»gi of the book was hdid 
by. a gentleiaan agam»M^W;(WaU. A — ^x-s, then, 
as if with. sAdifferendi^, ii^ew'uhimself gently back- . 
waidsQu the chair ami ekvefted Ai$^m ae mtioh as 
ie 4ould. By thk means a rav of light was enabled 
to reach his eyes, under the bandage ; and, as the 
gentleman tb^^ghtle^sly. stood. upright, and accord- 
ingly held tiie book muck obpta^w^Amdo/A — ^«^*«, 
the latter was enabled .to oEnak^ out two or three 
words. .... . ' 

A day or ftwo after^/OA arriving at home, I 
suggested tormy Aro<^i9)s.ti. -friend how this bad 

frobably been uiin^di^.l^Ortried'to do the same-^ 
having prevliottaiy./bafKl^^ his «)yes with cotton 
wool, &o., iuj-lbe sflrrn^i^ameir $g those of A — ^x-hs 
were baodagadrrra^dichQ^eo^ a ifew words, when the 
book wad put ids^k t^iagejiciist iiie wall, just as well 
as A — K-HS had donet^be.same* • 

The great advantage ibid last efance had over the 
others was, that in oeJSiseaUiQnoe of the offer of the 
five pounds. A— etna was obviously induced to try if 
he could read under tbe conditions proposed. The 
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evidence was now consequently decisive ; whereas, 
hitherto, it could only be considered probable, 
though no doubt very probable against him. 

Perhaps \t may be objected to the above that 
■A — x^ made out names in paper envelopes. I 
know he d^d, wh^n the paper was thin and the day 
bright^ or wh<dA he bad credulous and superstitious 
pei^pie round him, who^i^MM him by answering the 
quidstio9is he kitaidabljr •put; as to the number of 
letters, &e., on 'e4ch ^p^d^e^iov^. ' Btft I deny that he 
could m^e bizt^aiii;;^ Wrdiii' an 'envelope, when the 
experttfretit W^ '^Yt>pei4y'iti«€|^. Why, the very 
length of time he b4way«'Walb;ttWout reading, (so to 
calf It) under ^iheise'^oircfcriitantes, is one of the 
strongest presum(p<Av% Ik^gitdiints against him : for, 
when his eyes werfe* ba&f|a^^, h^ intanably^ K he 
read at all, read as'qi»<^klj;^a^any one using their 
eyes would do; whei^eai^ th^otigh envelopes, he 
always twAc^^any^mifmiw tB^ff^dfd^ imey>&rd^ 
and tha^'fae lierer lo^e^ out^ even at last, without 
some s6tt of aairfst»rice: • "i' 

I heie dofe^ my afc^jotmt «f -ihls paiticular 8om- 
nambttle, with the ftdl asstirance thlat he possessed 
' neither ciairmyunee, mte d dis^nce^ (for I also ex- 
amined him two or three times on this) nor any other 
supernatural power. Nevertheless, I believe ne still 
pursues, at intervals, his pi^oHSbssion ; I say, at in- 
tervals, because he tfe'rejlortfed.^to'be' about becoming 
an oietorin rmKtyi' 'Li^lil#< adjmit he has pursued 
that calling a ^vttRAeki^Hkne^ltk'^ what ought to be, 
an illegal way. He I^^tobd* f(^rwi.rd long enough 
in the character of ^My^rtety in a Winding-sheet, 
surrounded by a lialo,^* as 0alt said'of Lord Byron ; 
and, having no doilbt been brought nearer to per- 
fection by sb long an apprenticeship to a rather 
difficult branch of actings considering the remarks 
he was often obliged to hear, let us liope this pro- 



32 LECTURES ON 

bation will have better fitted bim for tibe more usefol 
and satisfactory career he is nonr^dbourl to 'eom* 
mence. Leaving ihe supematural, let htai deseend 
to the natural, and comprehensible, audri^. '^^^He* 
deserves to be seen, does he> notP «ai4'Mv M*, 
his Hypnotist, to me, some yearir ago, when^atfivg^ 
I was much -puzzled by isueh 'exqtti^te diabhrii. 
Even now, wh^n *'^h^ ilhisiotfi* olei*,^' -I anAwef^, 
*' Yes ; by tWH> classes^— by'' those -^ho wiiS*i *o* «e^ 
a good inuMUoH^ of thtt fSapetii^iiMi and^by ^tfhbse 
who go io this^i'^UhHiKmii^M-pfirp^^ Mme, 
and to come back and talk aboH^^irnM ih#f ^nh^ 
not Been.** " It's alttti^ sataiet*^ ttlie; fofl amifohd 
of yielding,'^ if ^embi^ pl^lo^p^icat class like to 
go arid/t/d^^)^i#^^m^^ft^,i'd^^I^lheMore give his 
address— MiW'de ila ^VifitotP^,^ j^aitei 
' 17he cases ]^iit f<yrtbl/>^ in^d^dii^i i^ clairvoyance 
at Brussels ai^fd els^hcb# itiait 1 have had an op^ 
poHutiity-bf pdr^nattjr inVl^i^ig*tiilg,'Vi^re so v^ry 
inferior in f retetisiotos'' %o 'A-^x-i, iMt 5 shatt piiss 
them by unnotfe^^i ^l^is^ 'hoWM'i^tek aa rteiWs 
the bro«h<*!* of A'-^*m?, wh6 ti4^¥fh^l^h hid ^ 
quired ^mf^ifgih^Ua,A^hg M^n^^s^ !^' l^^bH^ 
men who, having 'dli^febecto d«f^a,-'catttf6t dr^fll 
not see the?i^^WfbiP-»^ctiiisia^blQ ifepufeiMiioit jfor 
clairvoyance. ^fl(l5-jp^," iVho'-^^'exhiOjted'^at Ei- 
card''s establishment at Paris some yeai^'agb, "Was 
the only 'othei^^fei^dff'I^v^'^ieiJii^ho thfaaged to 
go through his^jfciWI Wlth^^^i'^HfiSog Uk;e t^e skill of 
A-— XH3. He ttM^^^ '^icSt ^iiikfLf converts ; but 
whoever reads .I^i*ofe^bt'^T?(ft'^^il Experiments on 
him, in Burdltt atd J^uDft^**^ ^mikdh-e AcademiqUB 
du Mdgnetitm AiiiThitl^'mll br d^bjrivinced, espe- 
cially after havibg IfateA fib*i?-i^6iat it ^ras, in the 
present experiraehts, to ^i^A^ic-i^to try to read 
with the book opttosffe tte ^-bandage, that C— x-o 
also was an impostoT.'- -'" " -' 
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. Professor Gerdy, insisting on this condition of 
iQftking the experiment as essential, began to be 
father wanoly apposed, and at last G — x-e threw 
off the haacbges in a passion ;. aa^d. thus Professor 
Crerdjr/wl^. left, unable to get more than strong 
pi^efnimptii^e' evidensoe of imposture. Certainly we 
sljlreiiddi JbaTOr^pped At. this, in our Is^t seance with 
A'rrr^T^, I had I' uQt iSm<>o1iiied miQ^ters over, and 
eoQst^tJiy icept the offi^r . q£ the fi^id ponnds in view : 
and :Ci-H!cW8 QAs^;«^i?d^A good iUii«rti»tian of the 
vray W whi(E?h^M^smeri?jts .eor^tjinue.te keep up the 
beUef in delij^^liMiStt. .. i- 1. 1 

"Tbci iSpmn^ffibfileiii^^ tilled To?, "if eontra- 
dieted, he lo$es.j^«^ftAT{aildnfiUflh Uke t^rms, are 
first employiBd ; fkqdjtib/^n^J^yQp. suggest a yariation 
that would at oiiaQj;d|et§qi,U^/i9S|poptu^ei thaexbi*- 
biting parties get »!fm^ m^m^ egressions tbat 
at onee pi^t aJT.fqrtbff^ r^^^^ betwf^en.thei oppo- 
site advocfMijMi ati, :*n. te^^fii fhm'd y^Ui avoid, any 
coUisi^^ of jtlli^ Hpd^ ^y, l^I:bfV^ity and calmness, 
your ration^ f^ep^i?!!!. atill rpjpi^^ unsatisfied, 
and the ^ue^riipiii^ts j^o^ su^es]^ i^iiieh would. at 
onoeahovf ftrU^.jtjlxe,,n>i§»rabte. i^ig^ture or eredu- 
lity, are looked pj^,^.unnepe^%ry». 

'' To itf,"" as 9 PAfiris^^ Me^i^priat observed to 
me, " the experipi^)^ , ^^, h^i^.gcpe through are 

conviiwing,'' . ...... v:::'l jj- jii.M, : • 

And whaii ^^erei.,ih^,^fe}^vf^faf^i . Why, to 
prove that a oertwji, pwp^ofl^p;i; thj^ oould he ren- 
dered invisible to Jti% ft^^^be^Mfis^ifijitfristls will ; and 
yet all the \vhilet]ii^j,^^jey^jUS!i^^bf/^ 
and letting^ her tmi^ Vfifij^^jff^ f?af 4^0,,wef8 not to 
tee! Such wasi.tl)^^ wgnoa,^^. .Mesipierism in one 
of M. DviDote€H9fynce§^i ^^ri*; a^d when. I inti- 
mated with civility that the experuncintft would have 
been more satisnetory . if all had been done by 
writing, and nothing mid in her bearings the above 

c 5 
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was tbe reply I had from one party, and to mj 
note to anotlier party no answer waa retorned. 

In the *' HiBtoire Academique^ above alluded to, 
will abo be found ample details of expeiimeiits on a 
supposed clairvoyant patient, who bad deceived the 
rather distinguished physician, G-eo^t. Other 
cases of imposture on this subject will also be found 
exposed ip the same volume, which 1 cwQOt.f^en- 
tion here. ,- . i, 

Thft iact is andenia,b1e-~-as any one m^y ^tisfy 
himself by experiment— r- that cottqn woe! an^ -a 
bandage can l>e ^o applied as to render vision uu- 
possible t and this fs joite of .thie msin reasc^ns why 
80 many persons, evdn of . inWli^ence, Ijiave been 
duped by clairvoyant eshibiiions. But, on those 
rare occasions, when vision was iropoasible, and the 
bandage too tight tq be imivtid toy the niuscnlar 
contortions of the.fiico, C- — x-e and Ai — x-s put 
their handa up and adroitly luoved it, by pressing 
lightly on each temple, and thus making it loote 
before their eyeg (pretending ^liait it hurt th^m). 
A — x-s seemed to, have less uecfissiW than hie bro- 
ther for putting h^ hands ta it,i probably in conse- 
quence of the greater power of bis iapial muscles ; 
hence consisted his main superiority over the clair- 
voyant fraternity- . ; , I. 

By looking ^lic(>wg|i ^he .stnall.hole made by a 
pin in a car^, ,si p§|^fl^!yi;^l at' once perceive (smce 
by such means it is easy to read a line or two) that 
.vision, whflnj c((lt9fL,^ft.)}5Uidages are applied to the 
eyes, shoulil aevei- dr^ fcgardeiTa^ evidence of clair- 
voyance, except whea. the, book is held on a level 
with the bani^ge., ,., 

A word oir twomore, before posing the subject of 
clairvoyance. If this had ^CT-.been jeal, how is it 
that all the candidates for the Burdin prize at Paris 
80 signally failed! That they were vety &irly 
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xsseA may be seen by looking orer Mile. Pigaire'^s 
case, among the rest, given m the ^^Histoire Aca- 
demiqueJ^ In England, again, how is it that none 

lined the prize of ^eiOO offered lately by Sir P. 

rampton? These fects prove clearly that none 
are ever clairvoyant when th^ jtid^eB around them 
are so. 

In addition to A— x-s, I examined the ' two 
leading Somnambules of Brussels, who pretended to 
we h distance. They failed a;s perfectly as A — x-s, 
I took down a vast number of notes on this point, 
but it se^ms <mlte uhtiecessaA^ to mention details, 
further thjto that bbtH of 'them ShowM a certain 
xlegree of" method ifaMtliejrtnidness -^ for when one 
knew 1 had ^urpo^ely dfsarranged every thing in 
the room to be described,' she said she was tired of 
that subject, and w6iild!^i(temt)t i^o further descrip- 
tion ; and the other, finding J had notes written 
down, tried at last to appea%"to^ thy fears, by telling 
me he coWd say wilen I was to rfie'. Yet it is very 
probable this* pefs6n was aslee^'forhe shed tears in 
abundance, and, when aaked' Wh^,' said because he 
saw a 'most wretched scene. The friend who ac- 
companied me, though a great "dc^ptic on the sub- 
ject, considered this as almost conchisive evidence 
that the Hypnotic sleep had beefa' produced ; but, 
taken alone, this appear)^ ihsiifflJ^ieiA «!^idence, since 

some actors, 'and ev^n fet&aii8&i^*,' Hb Lord D , 

could accomplish tkis: '^;7'" '' '' '^' ' 

With reffard'to thte' syWjSB^a^feid^.'irktment of 
diseases, I hiave (asVa$ tnne^ eijpiairtetf)' met with 
nothin;^ but a tissue of abyuVdiiie^. '^T^ccompanied 
a gentleman, whose wife was yefy fll; and at the 
time under the care of tte celebrg.ted sdrgeon, M. 
Lisfranc, to Madame I^ ^ ' , qHje' 'of these medical 
Somnambules at Paris, living in the Rne Guenegard. 
We had the precise statie lof the case written down, 
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and took with us a piece of the hdjV faair^ iw 
requested. The Somnambule gaye w> rague- a de« 
scription, that I found it impoBsible to usderetaild 
what part of the body she considered to be the 
most affected. By her mode of prooeed&ig, she 
was sure to fix on some part- that wa» n(ot in a 
healthy condition, for she, secundum aHem, was 
saying that erevy pact was m«w «r lesis -deranged ; 
but I observed in this case, as in ^hera^ thn/^par^ 
were Jiaed:ony tie preeiM Oat^ i^fvkiei w&imttsdvm 
oould noi* imowi l tber«fi>M^< . by i s ? few ^qnestions^ 
rather to the idiasaAii^ietiolL^tfHtbekjMestnmstf who 
professed to be a medical/jnadovinduaedher to'^x 
deeidedlf on semetkingfb^iJiiiifeh'twe couU reaJly 
judge of herpowtarB*x)#i'tl^IKiig{disea9S8< 

^*Do yoa natsaii^heirexpMioiteteB a great deid^ 
and has'.a Teiy bad efan^ii!af> '^ ■ . 

" Is this her chief com^riaihtt^/ir^Vti «: ; 
^^Yie«; Jnitshe:fa|yB also'dnlp8ylill4lleIle£a.^- 
^^ Are- yoiu 'eeltaiuMit^ds/ilirofisrjT^HtHD 'legs 
retain the' <inftrki»'>0f> theM£ngbrs vriienj^ preasedr 
upon'?*"' . ; '. -.••■/ .'., , '• :j '♦ T»'/.<q 11/ '. - .-; , 

«'Yes,'' she treplied; ati'lait, trittbisf^-^tavVthe 
former questiob^iimi'ireiijrfirelbetsbifdy/fQr^oB'^^^ 
points it wour obviods^ ^copid/aay Iwhdtheri she waar 
right or. TSTQS^^- t i' u frirqrriirT, -- -• 

We contHved' id; keepiii^raFe/f&6e)Er^ while this 
farce was ^oactinc, altid^ ^t^dSuvtes^ the Mesmerist 
that the^ iadyMwwsb')haat(f<w4/iDk'oi^lst:^as reaily 
very ill. We tbennsUbvvicddliimotbe) oase^ las written 
down imm0dieitetyr^ftefeiih^l9ak*geiMaf'a 'examination : 
it was !uIceiiatioh(jaliIthe)ni^ ol^t the nterus«-*the 
lady not having-tho Blsgli<ft0st >doiigfa or dropsical 
symptoms ! .Of cvnree^ . a&er'^thisi'^ glaring iailure, 
we aid not^waat to- try her ramemes, which she 
began naming ; for, whether they hodfdone harm or 
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good, it was perfectly clear that they could only 
haire done gmi by chance. If the gentleman had 
alloiwed his wife to haTs tried them, and she had 
found herself iratter, the SomnambQle would then 
have ckiiiied the eiediit' of the cure, though we had 
obtained' the clearast proof that she did not even 
know ih» disease. 

And thiis is the way that the cleverest of these 
impostors manage to keep up &ith: .1st, by an 
anroigutsKtff^ dbsdription of the disease; 2ndly, by 
presoribiifg a ttiedieine thatcsm do no harm^ and is 
most likefy'to>ido'godd^ by 'strengthening the tone 

of the digestive iomauDflv^^)- - ' - 

The gentlemanv'llibiiighipreTioudy' rotheii^ a he* 
liever, could not mfihl^svAl'm^^ <;enfideiioe restored, 
ev^i by the'Mk8toJna9zanee'Oll^the part of the 
Mesmerist that his Somii^ifabule bad suooecdfidH-^an 
assertion that, under other circumstances^ >Would 
have been perfectly ItidieJP^QS* • .1 -» .1 .:^ - 

I was not ^o foptpmnteH^ dbtaU-sndi cbfti* evi* 
denee «(f .fatldroin/tiie next Soranaofebiriei i examined ; 
tiioBgfa it' wlw auffioient. to (iKm^aAe»ime that the 
want of all power of the kind was in the very high* 
egt dl^^a probable; In the timei of that credulous 
Mesmmst, Bicffrd^^whoffimeiedithat li<e could Mes- 
merise the '<5ljoiids^ffwiay^< andrwho^^becanse one of 
his Somnambules attempted in her d^csaim to give a 
description of heavenrp&mfkalithe ^milrlHid actually 
for tro iAmtk"^ quitted^^^hey 0w^ ,9wi 'igmie there, 
Madame Vingfane iyJad'^btaadedeQuA/anriMlnse repu- 
tation at Paris'for>tberoiifeha6«MeaseslTand had, as 
she told iiie< ahways-'kii^ilsuhi^uebtlyito this do* 
partment, in fSti^ ^tiidtoffdiaiiniebrher powers. 
Kicard considck^ her^pOAii^ahs so I greats that her fee 
then was fiftyivadits ;*itt i»;»iicnir> reduced to forty 
&ancs, her dafirwi^neei as^ regards' diseases^ re- 
maining the satueiv it -^n ' ' 
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As I did not desire to try the remedy, I thade 
an arrangement with her Hypnotist, that she should 
merely tell the leading symptoms I felt. She was 
sent to sleep, but immediately declared that, she 
could see nothing ! I was requested to 1;aU any 
other day, between th)*ee and fire, when het mental 
vision was clearer. I did so : she was o*iltt (1<4ietfaer 
really so or not, I do n^t know), and the Hypnotist 
said he wovid writ^ and inform me. when I could 
call. I expected this ^f^ a poIH^'reftisiil, and l^b I 
found it, tor-he nevefwrdtel The real canse of 
this want <^ -etpaig^fothesutinebs 'wae; I haVe no 
doubt, that ' they sa^ my t^jeiet was to test her 
powers, rather thah trui^t'to' hey prescription. 

In reply to some queriei^, {received a note from 
one of the leading* Kyphotic ffhysioians in London, 
(who haa dbtio'^obd^veniby lihowing Meemerism 
titie,'ih part) statiUgJ^^e believ^ Madame Beft — nn 
one ^ the best in Londo^ ibr diseases:^' Hoping, 
at last, to b^ made Ik' convert tb the miracles of 
Mostnerism, I requested a person, who in the 
morning had i^ieMn^ mo a tumou):* under the right 
ribd, which bad (^Mded'hi)(n fer some tinfie uneasi- 
ness, to conbuh' tho 6omnaiiibul«,'^a8 we wi^re to 
meet there Sot a "iffctl^M in tfae^evdning. He did so, 
in my hearing. She said he 'was 'nervous ; and pro- 
bably he might havie^fceen 80^ %n this point (but in 
evwy other i-espfti?* '^tiite^tho cotiteary). 8he^ 
hawef>er^ neeev^'^&ml/^Muilid 'ft> hh kdi^inff a tumour 
in his side! 'Tltien isatfdot^, and requested her 
opinion as to the 'fiiecl^ ^nature of the state of 
my si^t, wMch has fe^een now for some time rather 
affected. She atfirert, as tjiey usually do, began by 
stating something, ' of wfeith r eould not myself 
judge, via?., that the bleod-ivessete round the nerve 
were enlaitged,* &e. I then requested her to say 
which eye was most affected, and what was the 
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precise nature of the change that I perceived, . She 
hesitated a long while before she gave a decided 
answer to diis, and, when she did, it was diametri- 
cally wrong, that eye being least affected which she 
said waa the most, 

Be^des the above, I have ei^amined one 8om- 
nambnle in England and another at Brussels for 
diseases, and found their repiies, when strictly con- 
sidered, equally unaatisfactosy as the above. Mes- 
meric dreams, supposing them real, are like common 
dreams; i,e,^ dreams of < the waking state. The 

Jrescription given ine>by thO'BiHissels Somnambule, 
found) at last, wa& me^ly a. lotion much in use 
by the common people :tberei for. the affection for 
which she recommen4ed.it.. 

Nevertheless, by the ji>))ovo, I would not be under* 
stood as denying the < power of Hypnotism as a 
therapeutic, agent in same j^stanoes^ Mr. Braid^s 
cases, and same in thoi Zaist do doubt favour this 
view; but it is to be regretted that. this joum^ 
admits so naanv perfectly aJbaurd taleii from differeait 
contributors^, that its real utility, is 4iminished. 

In truth, it is this mixture of erroar.that has from 
the beginning — or at lea^t from Mesmer'^s time—- 
contributed to make Mee^arism'. unworthy the name 
of a science. Dr. P^tin^ pf Lyons, wrote, in 1808, 
a large work, ^^ JElee^tricit^^Animifei'^'' in which he 
has given many Bupp^seA^wtanc^of olainroyance, 
arisn^ m cataleptic .or\hvsti»jcic(al^ cases* But, as 
Dr. Dupau, in his admiraji^le '^Xt^tters on Animal 
Magnetism,'^ dedicated to B^rojip^Alibert, justly 
says, when Petetin n^^e ^Qn»e of his patients hear 
him, by suddenly ecK:t^nding the arm or the leg, it 
was not because the aim or leg became only in 
such extended state eapphle of oonreying sounds 
{as Petetin thought), but because the patient was 
quickly wake upy ar half wahe wp^ by the sudden 
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jerk. The same, when things wero 8oppo6ed to h^. 
seen by the epigastrium, far touchiBg that part 
caosed'also the same wakening effect. Almost 9iX '. 
Petetin's experiments, in whieh sdbstaaces (beingr 
enveloped in silk or other nen*€ondiictQrs of elecr 
tricity) were not seen wketi presented to the ep? 
gastrium, bni were seen as soon as takeq ont, aire to 
be explained hj ikecmtmng of the patl»itsin this 
state, who of course were awoke hj the sub^tanoes: 
b^ng pat in' timt ienvehipcB'.'at ih^ pit. of* the 
stomal ^ but tbej oeuU^ ast )thea teU wbiut was 19^ 
them, until FkeMan'i teai9¥0d*^j the leovdi^p^i w^eti 
they eitbercaugbt.a^'giimpse tit^ es SBidtt, the real 
snbtftanee (for J^e^temdffime^'iMHdd odoeou^y eatable 
suhstanees)? the siUbfen'vibipe'fof course then only 
obstmctedthe si^tor8mell|iand'»et the electricity^ 
It is very obnri0us,Jon^il-eadin£ Petetin's boolc 
attentively, thatlieiWas^ds.rcredJalb^us as Berti^and 
(who says once or twice, I should not have believed 
this, hut ika^ I Ktrnw^m^ Somoai^bulQ honest:!) 
and considered . his patients^ mq: kmmj^lj^t ihatr 4t 
was unnecesmury to take the ^qhuqii preeantip^r of 
bandaging theTeye^y.etr ^tbepwji^e ^^oieruig yie^^^^ 
in the oj^inary wajr^i in&^8$ibl^I Yes, JP^tetio^ 
who was jfco somei exteaitiiia n^u of science, tira^ted 
so fttUy to thiesfi: SQiafetini^s^tbAlf-dreaming, some- 
times, no doubtiifihe^toic^y^Fical, patients, (who,^ 
in such state»iwjjLl,'^^|j;<|ar any thine, in order to 
create effect, erito 11919^, tl|f^seJ[ymtaU(^ of) that 
he did n<^t eJiretf)a)^(ei¥(p^.j;(>),^i|idfQld And 

hence it is that^j^n^-AMtlf^niQ^, there is not, as far 
as I know, any .w^ll aatj^enfyi^ed case of hysteria 
on record, in wluj^,.f|l^ir^py<^te has appeared — ^a 
point which pe^J^aps rspi^ki^jwe^l for the greater 
precautiona taken by tl]^„ pf^fesi^ion generally of 
the present day a^^psit Jtj|i^.grea.tar or less proue- 
ness to imposition of. ^.^h hysterical ;Subjects. If 
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tkfa *i« seepticiBm were more general, Mesmerim 
would idoon pass into its own narrow and legitimate 
limits. £Low much it bas gained, merely by cre- 
dality, I lunce already liinted at, in the ease of the 
American gentlemen who accompanied me to see 
A*-^x-*«: but I may mention another instance^ 
eqnaily i» point; It i» the case-of a gentleman 
Of great sdiolastlo Acquuroments^ who> liw^d at 
Bmssels. 

ist. Tbie genftlema»'}uls wBitteaa work ton Mefih 
meristn, in which he^ttenpitsio Tsftr ftlb Mesoserif' 
effects to galvanie<:ageB«yf;! ke(raBa»^ng*that, bif 
putting zinc mndi gold, diQ|ooii:taat, ikoioithe patient s 
nand, sleep is prdduced.i'fiutr asleep, ^ini tibi& case 
(when prddooed), 6nl^tdkes'<piioe in coBseqnence 
of . the person cofKedivai^iibiit ' he - 'bolds^ ai Mesme* 
rized substance in Eifir^hand. >It is> the ^u^aa that 
Hypnotics, when Hypnetistt^doee 'm reaiity teke^ 
place. ' ' 'i' I '. • • . ' 

2ndly. Thiig sftttieg^btiemMishowed me a feather 
saspended i^'bitr 'drawk^s^^n^^j-^wlhiehi heaffirnied 
He^ was able tj3 move^ by the t^eroeSbvtof his wilL- 
Thefe&tSi^ itoHainljr didini«r&f' nor oeuld I feel 
any currentof air predncQd^ but, stvongly suspect* 
ing this, I int2itaated^t|itoMhi<ii(i.'<H«9 bowser, never 
would take the precadtioniifO Mt his feather under 
a gta$s <^^, but e6tt6rn^^>tM <^ame experiments 
on freely su^nded^^m^afl^iifedM^, ^A^iug, that 
these were heatiel^. * • WW ^ deWw ^ ' - bat as, when- 
erer he directed his hahdto^<|h(;tihV^l<<'^<^^^^^ remote 
he might be) a curteM^of iAlt WfifcT sbmer or later 
produced, I coiiAideWd^' ib^^ ' ' eiTpemnentB also 
(which he was good ^einiugh 'to shOT^ me) equally 
unsatisfactory'; andthemor^ e^i as neither I with 
the feather, not^Mf. 'WW^i^ with needles enclosed 
in glass cases^ l^ave been 4t)le to p^rodu^e any dffeet. 

I also was ac(^u^nted'With other stti>posed in* 
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stances of Mesmeric marvels that this gentleman 
believed in, which I was certain, in my own mind, 
were totally unworthy of notice. If it were allow- 
able to form our opinions on the pr^ent subject 
from the mere reoionablenesg of the thing, (whieb, 
however, it certainly is not) one might justly con- 
sider it 'more easy 

1 I* 

<< to bold a fire in bis band 
By thinking on the frosty Caucasus/* 

than to produce' motidn hi) a suspended feather or 
needle by merely ^ing(im> St. • • 

The same want lofmdtutal (talent fer itiTesti^ating 
these poinrt0 was iMt cioi^ixni^usthi a resp<9cted phy- 
sician at Aix, intSaivioy; 'He w#ote me the address 
of a Somnantbide) ii9iio<>ffee,' Tld use his own words) 
when in the Mesmeirie^'ietaAei attracted fiife iron 
needles like a magnet!. -fUhik person, dnrm? my 
stay at Gren€^a,li<^ oui'a Kttk b^tmd Goligny, 
^wnere Byron wrc^eBbme of bis' best works) and I 
went there to see hertwia^ V but^sniikd' her as mise- 
rable aai ianpolsrtior, ^ ^dn^,* as ei^^r pn^&i^ended to 
supernatural }30wa*6ai-t 1 ; 

1 shall add to UieseiiMuBtraiioiiB another, that 
some time ago bccui^ed> in Paris. I hare not the 
slightest doSbt, ifrom^wlkat iham^^eii\ (feriam 
not personally iac<^aint0d< with :!any of the parties) 
that the following-^^nsw^rDHiTcise ofimposfcure, or 
delusion^ in wbiehpnit/oMyrthe patient, but also 
the macristrfftd, sebmtsndc) Ibsu^ef been deceived by the 
Somnambule. > lei^^radt it-frntkitim fixym a Bon- 
logne paper of De&ember;^ 184f7w \ ' 

'^ Madame Sancerotte, a Somnambulist, living at 
No. Sy Bue Turgot^ Baads; was {brought before the 
Tribunal of Gorreetional SoUioe, liast* week, to answer 
the charge of awindlhig,(iadd'of illegally practising 
the medical art by^meaKDB'ofsoinnambalism. 
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'^ The wife of a person at Montmorency haying 
lost two horses which she had let to two young 
men to make a promenade in the forest, went to 
Mademoiselle Sancerotte, who put herself into a 
magnetio trance, and took hold of the woman'^s 
hand. The latter then put several questions to 
her respecting the horse. The Somnambulist, to 
the intense astonishment of the woman, correctly 
described the colour of the animals, and stated that 
her husband and another person had sought for 
them in a patrtioular part of the fi»rest, which was 
perfectly true. The mecff^isc^ lady fchen added that 
one of the horses woidA bei&iind at the He Adam, 
and the oth^ in the fcoresit lof M^mtmorency. For 
this consultation ahe rddeived toirfranos. 

'^ It turned out the'lmcreswere^lfeteKi, but not at 
the He Adam or in tfae^forest tif Mmtauiorency, but 
at La GhapeUe &U Detiis yumd this ^aUiJici^ion <ff 
tieprecUciiim€onsiitii0edtk$aUeg^eS act cf etcmdluiff. 
But the wom^i who was saidto ihaye been swindled 
gave the stron^t • testnnanyin &voar of the ao- 
eu9ed, stating taattlie deaeription she had given of 
the colour of the horses and the -search made l^ her 
husband convinced her that she was no impostor ; 
adding, that she had no doubt whatever that the 
horses had really been taken to/Hie lie Adam, and 
to the place she- .had mentioned in the forest of 
Montmorenoy, and tfaat^isbe-'was convinced, if she 
had pressed the aocuadd<witii«questions, she would 
have finished by slafting! that the hearses were at 
the Ghapelle St. D«nisj' Inthmface of this tesH- 
monyy the pMic proseimtaraiandeMd the charge of 
swindtinff. 

'' To establish the aceuastion of illegally prac- 
tising the medical art, a witness was called who 
stated that she had paid- the Somnambulist to pre- 
scribe for some dreadfol paiiis which isdie had in the 
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head ; but she added that the prescriptions of l&at 
person had completely cored her, tlwagh she had 
not been able to obtain relief from all the doetorsof 
Paris. The witness added that, before placing 
confidence in the accused, she detennined to jmt 
her skill to the test, by aaking her where the key 
of a drawer whi^h sihe had lo0t ror a long time could 
be found ; whereupoii thexccosed mentioned a spot, 
and there, sure enough, the key was disoo'rered. 

^^ In consequence of tfaSs favourable eridence, the 
tribuqal ouly cixndeniBed the Somnambulist Ixy a 
fine of five francs. The President recommended 
hef for th$- fiiture mt tx^jgive donsultaitiotas without 
the presenee of w phjiraician.?^ . 

Now, if it be jaaked, what have I to say to this 
case, in which die- p^tsoilv' who i consulted the Som^ 
nambttle, whether toribhereeokrerv of lost horses, or 
for medical adhriooy iseclnAd) perfectly satisfied! I 
reply, in the first ':place;.thafct having ie4n how the 
gentleman of eduoaiion' just alluded to,* and oiA^e»» 
previou^, had been ^deceived as to questions of 
fact, I put no confidence in ii%B belief of > supem^ 
tural powers whidi are merely attested by persons 
taken indiseriimiiaifdy, and (I^sajjr it 'With due !%» 
spect) those peraosi^ fimodea. i * 

2ndly. It is. adrafctoledyTeTfeii'' by the statement 
itself^ uiat 'the* SonknaHibideswas wiM)n^ as to the 
place where <the<fceKadsiw^e' feutid j which was the 
only point/ oHiwhSbhifOle/^'Ouid kie totally at a loss 
how to getsomutpievibns i^foittHaition to assist her. 
As to the:C(dour!of 5tfe hconi^f alnd where they had 
been sought foiv^bebe^being points known to the 
credulous pertonrherfaslfiiwhoirooiiBUlted the Som- 
nambule, mighi 'Sithffifihavejbeeti'i^caUtioiiBly told, 
during the consuUiatiQnj byr artful kading questions 
— ^which I have always ebsewed'Somnambules to 
put — ox been commwnicatedib^ some third person. 
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Srdly. SuppuBing good fiiith on all Bides, I must 
rcwur to my hrst proposition of over -credulity, or 
the assistance of some third person, to enable me 
to form a conjecture as to how the place of a lost 
key should hare been told ; and with these remarks 
I dose my view as to the little credibility of this 
ease, referring to the general rales I shall lay down 
hereafter for testing all such supposed supernatural 
powers, and reauesting e^ry inditiduai to experi- 
oient £br himself^ and tDnly to rest isatisfied with 
knowledge on tkis^snligect whiehhas resulted from 
personal obswvatidn; * 

While, howev«v I myself am so' decided a dis- 
believer in all such supemslural ^weirs of Somnam- 
bales, I cannot but <vlew: Iwttli some degree of satis- 
faction the liberal spiittrwhieh peetAsat present to 
animate the French laironiibhe points in question ; 
for, 1st, we find ^^the ibkifieatiofn of the priediction 
constituted the alleged iact' of :swindlingf^ t .^., if 
the horses bad been found, in die place mentioned 
by the Somnambule^ the Ivw wooild not have con- 
sidered the case punidiable> ' * 

We may evidently infer frvm this^ that the pre- 
sent state of the French law hkiplkB a belief in the 
possibility of the kind of miracles* in ^estion ; and 
this is one grand step toWanMb: anothet, viz., as is 
to be hoped, Oo^emwtmi'^aiimmnatSon of the whole 
suMect. The first investigstEot' by the Academy 
of Sciences, and tbe &kv^ by AelBi6yafc' Academy of 
Medicin6--<fct reinote 'periods^ tfrpmi each other — 
were very decided agwtnsi iAjetolaims of this new 
science ; therefore^ im9 tmis <dMiiBion, on tfao same 
side, would effectually anHid^ that- decision of the 
AciKlemy of Medieide m its firvour, in 1827, in 
which the credulous and' imaginfeitive M. Husson 
took so conspicttoss a paH. It would then be re- 
garded by tbe law- in its pt oper light, by the side 
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of astrology, and with as little pretensions to truth. 
We find, in the present case, that ^'the public pro- 
secutor abandoned the charge of swindling,^^ because 
the woman who went to consult the Somnambule 
urged that, '^had she pressed the accused with 
questions, she would have finished by stating that 
the horses were at St. Denis.*" (f) There is a de- 
gree of enthusiasm which makes credulity con- 
tagious, particularly in a mind— and most minds 
are more or less so^^naturally superstitious. In 
this way only, in the present stbte of the question 
in France, can the public prosecutor be excused for 
abandoning the chai^ge of dwindling on such slight 
evidence. 

I shall now conclude 'by -inference to English 
Mesmerists. Of these ^hei% may be considered 
two classes. To the ifeM belong Drs. Elliotson, 
Bngledue, and'Gregcfry,'thiy Rev. H. Townshend, 
Earls Carlisle, Du^^, A?c.,--pers6ns >Vho certainly 
have not embraced Mesmerii^m from motives of 
pecuniary interiest. • Bu(t th-e greater number of 
these advocates bav(d 'sutely; by tkA& time, met with 
some obvitn^ oasM of imposture, that must (to say 
the least) have mad^ theni doubt Mesmeric miracles 
in toto. I know it is 'diffica-H; acid so'mewhat un- 
pleasant, for a mim td feel himself, hyfhrther ex- 
perience^ obliged to id^x^his Opinions, having myself 
formerly writteA'W lobg» review of Mr. Townshend''s 
new psychologioabtbewries^ contained in his work on 
Mesmerism, which* labovr Imie regard as time lost, 
since Mr. Townshijnci'waBid^cei'redinthe supposed 
facts on which he founded bis admirably philosophi- 
cal views. I know, then, I say, j^om experience^ it 
is no pleasant thing 1^ b^d obliged to retract, or to 
confess that the Somnambules have been too wide 
awake for us ; but the ^^ vestigia nulla retrorsum ^^ 
is only permitted here to Time and to the Deity. 
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I have little doubt, therefore, that sooner or later, 
at least some of the aboye-mentioned parties will, 
as did formerly Kirwan, the great cnemist, ftel 
themselves bound to come forwajfd and declare that 
they h^ve changed their opinions. As Dr. Gregory 
seems only recently to have taken up the subject, 
the case is not exactly the same with him, since it 
is almost impossible to fin4 the truth out, as re- 
^ds Hypnotism, without, nmch time and labour. 
He is assuredly the jnost important advocate that 
'^ Animal Magnetism''" Xm he calls it, in his recent 
work) now has in thid jooju^try^ bjeoaiise he is a man 
accustomed to e^pepciip/di^tal scii^noe. But I have 
no doubt that he will live to find out the difference 
between experimenti^ qn Mmnff, and often on 
livinff deceit/id mattari ..(^d OjiH mere inanimate 
matter. In the wort(;.taljkMied to, he confesses he 
has had '' little or nq exp^rie^oe.on what are called 
the higher phenomenal — vif *, prei^fiion, .&o ;"" and 
in anoUxer place hemaki^us^ <)f the expression, 
'^ These parties were too resp^itab^ to be doubted."" 
The scientific reader, undeor tbeMei eifcnmatances, 
therefore, will sree that tiie cav^ has. not rained so 
much from the celebratf^d $ootch. practical chemist 
having joined it, as QUi^bt . at first have been ex- 
pected; since it is ,^ear that j a, gieod deal of his 
book is made up of .suppo^^ £ll3ts,i miich he himself 
does notprof0$s ^« Aav^/^^^paoditkaA he has fallen 
into the absurd and very .lex^ivlsni^n^ fashion for 
themselves^ of modem Mestu^ist^i of judging of facts 
by a person"s real (a su|»p<^bp4 /sharaoter ! If the 
Doctor in future will t^ bi$ lartstocratio patients 
that the interests of scieiic,e re^uife that he should 
pro tempore consider themi as brute .matter, and 
experiment accordingly: r^ in fact» as he. does in 
his laboratory «-- 1 havesuo doubt that the next 
edition of his ^^ Letters ^" will oantam some very 
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different /acto from those contained in the present 
volume. 

So much for the highw ftnd m<Mre disinterested 
ohiss of English Mesmerists. But there is another 
totally different class, who hare perhaps contributed 
still more to the diffusion of Mesmeric suporslitibBff, 
as they may be called, amon^ the people. I ailude 
to that needy^ itiniBrant class of adirentilrefs, with 
whom Horace^ft maxim, ^' Glet nkoiiey^^honeBtiy, if 
you can-*4^ut |^t^ moiMr/^ "waa' alwilyiEl> the first 
consideration. Many or^tbefe(ei,>' no ''doubt, having 
found it too diQeul^ te< get >honei9tly, andk having 
been gifted by ^Naturtfr-Wfth ktal^t fof Uffsrdmnaiv^ 
and considmtble 'Ha^rtkl^^qtience, and having 
heard '<]f Mesmerte ifhwidM^ t*eB«^^ to Mesmerism 
for fts ^sidisiAnije: A^isoiigiih^e twopenny and M" 

penny^mong^ra w4^^>Mi£ewf. L , — — , and 

many othei^ j bufpe^j^bftpsi the most notorious wad 
Ml'. S — -Hr'Hftfli' tmw^^Htl as the individual who 
discovered j(a» A* sftid) ih^nett $et of jl^renologieal 
organs exitiliiig in the ftfce, vii?., laughter, crying; 
running! &c., and flame rouid the pblcps of the 
magnet. The greater the abtufdity, the gMate^ 
the degree of woader ^xeH?^, as thai pereon well 
knew, to his adVautige :^ And acoordin^y, the Nar 
tional Hall toe'veir' had,' p^https, such crowded, gaping 
audiences, hef6ii6 ot''atldrl'' Htt'Uiere also exhibited 
a good-lookhSg w^ntth,'^lrticrm"he professed to be 
able to M^ttt^tfbfe 1^y4h# feeeret influence of the 
will ; but he m^ ^i^'g^^dd'cftre that nobody should 
find out ihk 'mp^WhiSs fcbndbf sytnpathy, (which 
it is to be hoT>ed<Wit8^itt*tJri*'attH^ttg as to make their 
wills identical) for when I suggested a variation in 
the experrnientsj,.. kr was r^tdei hy himself and 
compeers as untwce^aif^^and mtxedi9cu$9iwi! after 
the exhibition was p«piAittedv In^ like manner, he 
advertised, some months, subsequently, in the jour- 
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Qttls, ^ diBcuisioii after the lecture !^^ This &rce, 
which ^ye an appearance of &ir play to his nn- 
fioientifio aodie&ce, stamped him, in reality^ as one 
of the> most wily of impostors. He, to give an 
appeanmee of high honesty to his own proceedings 
—to flattep his needy, yet perhaps impartial au- 
dieiiiOe-»~but, aiaove sUl, toi elevate himself—was 
pleased, alsD^ on this oeeasio^ to pull down ^^ George 
Hudson^ the Bailway King,"^^ as he called him. 
^y thus dethroning /wealth, and, O''0onnor-like, of 
UKoArwheim notKNriety, being of- the ^' polities of 
the people/' uA\ mitcing' tb^ ^^pri^y some share 
of oratorieal po^ii^Br,' witib MeflnmauMn, Mr. S r 
H — ^11 hasno doitbt|i£u»deii»'ifaiitr number of converts 
to this delusion aiMi^'iba ppiirw ek^scB; whp had 
much betterhayekeptith«Hr^«ftQflaey in their podketsi 
for themselves, theil- .wJ9€^/ a^d .&iRilieB ; and,, as 
king succeeds to king^t soj/'lbe^fislupid .masses who 
gave to the ^^ Bailwajr Kiia^ ''' wibs^t! n^y he called 
a testimonial to their, owa foUy^ ^U. pfobably do 
the same to this Mesmeric >^ beorp of toe people*^' 
Let them, then^ bo humlrngged^ if they like.^ To 
be sure, he cannot. y4t b«i said, to^ hare been more 
thaii indirectly found pu4{},i^.<y. by declining, as did 
I— a Pru'-^-ce, of " seqiset in&^iVQe of the will ""^ 
celebrity, to yary his^ U9p40|V. i^xgoriiaenting. I 
offered to tbeselatten |>arl4()9iij^e9 oveir here, as I 

did, a short tiineipr^vi^is,^^,^?*- Srr — ^r H — 11, 
ample remuueo^tioA >ibs;ijth^ir t^Hbl^T^'^^iz., six 
sovereigns) would tb^yi'Sf5®^rt^i^?<K^w experi- 
ments (in the preaen(#f.^^,'&]i^..4^n4 myself, on 
my side, and the sajn^noxtth^r^) J^y the plans which 

^ I may h^re dtate*bseacUy, that aift we ni/ like the decep- 
tion of a play, so maiijr>ieeknfto }ftfilli«Mbelief in the marvel- 
lous, also, quite rigti^leHJ^ ite truth^-^ £iet, to like it 
as deception. 

D 
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will be hereafter detailed ; bat this I coold not got 
either of the partiea to do. As much, therefore, ae 
Dr. Forbes was juetified in considering A — x-s, 
and as much as Professor Gerdy vra^ justified in 
considering C — xte impostors, ao do, 4, conceiye, 
myself justified in considering the abo.ve,pajctAea.in 
the same light. Neither For^ee nor Gen^y pifuU 
manage to get actual proof i luit^ froni. .wjp^t- 1 ^ub- 
seauently saw, I have no doubt tji,ey formed correct 
opinions on the subject. . I jshal) nob be a^cnaed of 
anything like ac interested, n^oldy^ in giving thi« 
testimony to Fuiln'f-'a sagacity ; for.|he,!or ^pme-Xtf 
his "brother vi'vimvera, ' could nc^t ^Te.poureiJ' 
out a viler torrent of abuse than, they dicC soQie : 
time ago, on my useful ■ little work, published by 
Sherwood and Co., Paternostei- Eow, against the pre- 
sent medical aysteni of Piii.iion-cure. This fellow, 
or sonie of his mends, nifvertholoss, printed in their 
Review, of 184r5, luetaphyaicat opinion? on the na- 
ture of life, precisely BUtiiliw to tlto^, which, after, 
considerable iinjuiry, 1 liad publii^hed in "The 
Lancet," inlS-t2; and all this without the least 
acknowledgment ! ^o much for, thewodJi of the 
abuse of your " canny"" Scotch reviewers. 

To return. The onjy. other ii(«ident in reference 
to this six sovereign anair that I remember, worthy 
of notice, was in refer«qce,to j^. gentleman living in 
Regent Street, wh9se flame I forget. He replied 
to my letter, priiiite^,,3n Mr. Douglas Jerrold's 
Journal ; but, as| h,e ha^ pn^ a (^e of what he 
considered Phreno-Mesmeham to offer, and as, on 
farther correspoBdcndev^ei wndd not exactly agree 
about the conditions of the ex^periments, "no busi- 
ness was done." I am boMtndi home'ver, to say that 
this and the cases at Oheltenhain' are almost the 
only oases of a desire apparently of fair dealing on . 
the snbject that I have met with in thia country. 
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" We are all knaves — all. Believe none of us," is, 
in the langnage of Hamlet, bnt too often true ; yet 
this is the very maxim that your so-called Rleg- 
merists seem to wish especially to deny, and would 
havft ns bdlifeve all the nonsense of their Somnam- 
bulSa, ntrt- tver ^sume to doubt the word of their 
stnpid orade. Lord Byron justly said, that public 
opinion in 'Britn in is extremely tj-rannical andhypo- 
critical; and Mc^mmc impostors have taken advan- 
tage W this, and, the lowest following the hifjhest, 
hare managed to delude vast niuUitudcs by the eter- 
nal cant df"' too respwtablo to be doubted." When 
exMbitinfe their Mesmeric trieVs,' 3s captivating to 
the multrtude, no doubt, as any " trick,'? at cards,"" 
these men — from Mesmer dowiiwards— ^have eter- 
nally endeavoured to lean on their own and their 
patient's presumed respectability, as the most effi- 
cient way of avoidinjr, with hbnoui' to themselves, 
anything like scientific invesfigatioli. The traders 
among thfeni come before the public with 3 oJiairnian 
and a few aupporters on their side, and these com- 
peers, being naturally enough " satisfied with the 
evidence," think, or atfect to think, discussion — 
" discussion, too, afterirardg .'" quite enough for 
purposes of truth. Thus majorities are gulled by 
the influence of an ignorant or interested chairman, 
and obvious fraud is prevented flvm bfiii:,' exposed. 

If the honesty of a uian like M^-. IJ 11— d— n 

coald be called in ^uesiloni'^na,' aa tippe^ra, with 
a very good show 6fjufldfte, it 'wptiM be edifying to 

' "PlaifBinKk&iltaaliciariolv 
As taAk« .tii^ W^^ iwaip" 
They muat, indeed, yeep. or look, down witA canttwpt on 
the miserable iniposton .*Tho,M«.iiow, all over Europe, 
asraniing their powers. 2he probabilitf i*, however, thai, 
like the Epicurean Gods, they k^ep aloof from the pitiAiI 
tcene. 

d2 
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be informed on what ground the honestr of a man 
not possessed, perhaps, of the hundredth part of 
his wealth, should be even ^^aooye suspicion .^^ 
Away, then, with the cant of ^' too uMpeetable to 
be doubted.^^ On the great arena of seietice^ a$ in 
the house of 6<kj-<— hear it, ye Phariaees and pew- 
openers !— -the rich and poor should be oomstoered 
alike equal; and thouga the teolptatiDQ to db* 
honesty in tibe poor man is stvonfier, yet irbid is no 
reason in itself why he shouldi beeuBpeol^d, any 
more than why the rich man shpiiid be above (Sus- 
picion. Let min, then^ wihen ho attends • these 
Mesmeric ex[hibitidBev' remember Mr, H " ' n ; 

and he may luatly-Btispedt that Mr. €r^ ^n, or 

any other, whether obairmany ^'or on the ooun- 
cil,^^ is himself '^one of the party concerned ^^ in 
the imposture, if he refuse all severe scrutiny of so- 
called facts, and, leaning on what he calls the 
*' known respectability of himself and friends,^ ad- 
vocates a sort of posthumous discussion as all that 
is necessary on the occasion. Let these men re- 
member that what they call interruption is only a 
fair attempt of the audience to get truth for their 
money ; and that, so far from seeking^ a person is 
thereby rather seeking to avoids the personal ac- 
quaintance of any of the set. As with the viper — 
so you come in contact once with the cheat, to 
avoid him more cautiously ever after. 

I must, in justice to foreigners, say, that there 
is much less of this offensive cant met with, in pur- 
suing Mesmeric inquiries among them. Imposture 
often, no doubt, there is, but it is less often accom- 
panied by impertinence than in Britain. Your civil 
note to them, offering your propositions, is unan- 
swered, or answered with gentleman-like politeness, 
and your terms declined ; while here, on the con- 
trary, a civil reply seems, with this class of people, 
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idmost out of the question. This alone is more 
than half evidenee against them. ^^ Get your own 
patients,^^ said Mr. S. Hall to me, *' if you want to 
prove tidOitfiLth^^^ But I have never been able to 
get, or>.(£o to* speak) to form any who exhibited 
aeciret .iaflaeniM 6t the will, &c. ; and iliat is pre- 
cisely tibe reason why I wished to try if Mr. Hallos 
patientsiieshihitfidsany sikeh phenomenon in reality ; 
audi I aiasort, tiiat man i» finny entitled to thonamie 
of Impost^^r^i who iiakieaim€iiiey Aomthe pnblio, and 
reftise»4tai/'tfae bppfaiientflh of - Me^enism (fiir wb^e 
beiA he^birdrijoffBiitedf t6/^«^ 4ine of. these. Ik fair exa- 
mina^dii of^'his* imanrel-weiking ipatients)?) the 
means^of |ud^hg^iwfaetfa»^-Ms/^»DJ[Ditkm is a re- 
ality, as he says, oni^amrjedrwoBlbylfictioii, as yon 
more justly sappes^.oilt % -m • - 
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A^ in a feirp^r: lieotare J bavia denounced what 

subject, via.,.^qiai^Kftya^cft,.;^l£K>Hd:•¥igbt< ilwu^t 
readiag, i^tp^t ipf idi««#'pea,,'a'ftd jr^Biedieia, pfe- 
vieioB, ^c, IJ^ayfe 1Jtl^ ];M4)p#9r|, w tj^ present oc- 
isasion, ibo fdrjBseat t^:5^r'i^tj^> a somewhat diffe- 
rent class .^f,J^a9.^r)|th^>]^tiQf of which it is aot 
nece4$(^i7 for iie^ jbc <^^,fs%i^gelj^ on our credulity. 
I allude t^ tk^r.M^ln(^'»¥^.-•^^^P^> wd oaoasionallj 
the t(>ial: loes lof ^ .phy4i<'*ftl B^sifeUi^^ . . 

Ode of th^ £r^;^Si^ts pf'the.Meiin^m^inajaiim- 
Iations is, a.tossr of pQfirer tc^opej^ tbo»^yefij thei wm- 
sciousnessTem^ining. {dLthd-timQ iot|ijlly'i|pim{>aii!f4. 
I knew a case b^% Qheltenhum, wh^ireihia c^eet neyer 
went Airther ttuan; tbi») .th^ugh^ th<^ patient \\»A been 
sever^ times opennteiji oi^^y different parties. Jt 
is the case witih m.y9fli(!(th^^^ Z have- been operat^ 
on several ^Q9,r^ [jTo^^iU see stated more at 
length in th^.(Af|pe^dli? feimyi VPrk *'0n the In- 
jurious Effect* ]<?f J4ijpe|*fll.rP<)p^^fls in-the Practice 
of Medicine/"** .JVJj^jopiiJ^on ifj.thffifc a great num- 
ber of persons are not ftl;rtber susceptible, and, in- 
deed, thati DQkan^ whp, hay^ b^^ .^pnsidered really 
asleep, have not been further affected than by this 
temporary loss, pfpowj^xr, (^ lb© .ppwer is imme- 



* lufyoAofLv Shenrood^ 23^ Fiktexnort^ Row. 
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diatelj restored by blowing on them) to open the 
eyes. Just in the same way, indeed, as very many 
are not sascq)tible to the Mesmeric influence at all 
— a remarkable example of this I knew in the case 
of a German baron, who, although he had been 
operated on at Paris by M. Lafontaine (who is a 
most powerful Mesmeriser) a dozen times for the 
relief of his deafness,, had HQV^r been in any appre- 
ciable degree afieeted,' ^e^ept thaft at first he thought 
his deafness a little ameliorated. The benefit, how- 
ever, in^ his tose,-ttai8 merely' temporary. li is a 
£m^, tb^, that p^i^a^ &t&rAori o^ le«s susceptible 
of the Me$mei4e'ift^etice, (ttid some not at all so ; 
and this slarle of^'th^ >^e&se 'it is that has re>ndered 
some peijsons ^ttch^^i^ d^^lbetieWs* Neverthe- 
less, many cases off i^fiarttetdaa'aflfecti^ of the Ber- 
vous system, calleil ^^duble^ Consciousness, are on 
record — some espedttlly'hyDi*. Barlow, of Bath, in 
which the patient. ap^eat6d1mi(jrant, in the waking 
state, of what she did ih Ihid^t^e of sleep, if I may 
so d^igttat^ a siat^- in whii^li- she yet w^ked about 
with her eyes bpfeii as tistiftK Wow, although it 
nmyh^ difficult fo'pt^ve the) patietit was not an im- 
postor in this cai^^, still, as W€l know for certain 
that a state of na/f^ty Soibsnambutisnl exists, quite 
independent of %he xise^ of Mesmerism, it seems 
right, at least, to ^onsid^^ it probable she was not 
imposing on the t5re<lutit|ydfner medical attendant. 
1 have allirdedrt^'thii^ <^^^, Hi moire especially 
to natural Somtiambulisi^ii,^ ai^a strong presumptive 
argument Jii fti'vout' df *hei trtildi of the Mesmeric 
sleep. 1 But I dor not Wish iJo trust niuch to pre- 
sumptive argumewts, nor io' the patients word, in 

,1,1 • . • I • r 

^ An argum^t'ti^hi^Uhe existence of the supposed 
Mesmeric fluid may be drawn from the same source, as cer- 
tainly Bone is imparted ia natural 'Somnambulism. I hav^ 
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these matters ; and, consequentlj, as the patient'^s 
assertion is almost all the eyidence we can get in 
case of the mere sleep, I must pass on rapidly to 
the consideration of the state of Mesmeric insensi- 
bility ; since this can be tested by physical agents, 
and can be more or less brought within the pale of 
purely physical science. 

The nrst expepment I ^aw on this subject, was 
the extraction of one of the fi^nt teeth of a young 

ferson at Cheltenham, while in the Mesmeric state, 
t was at a public Lecture, andj w^ quite close to 
the person during thfe whole qf the jti^ie the opera- 
tion was going on. ; tbe tooth was broken in two 
by the first operation,:, the stunip, ttien, after an 
interval of four or fiye minutes, during the whole 
of which time this coipmc^niy i)ainful operation was 
going on, was at last rerpovedl , Yet I can safely 
assert — ^being on the^ plaporm the whole of the 
time, next to the operatoij^that, fronj first to last, 
there was no perceipiible change whatever in the 
patient'*s countenance, which, ^roughout the whole 
of this tedious operation, retained the appearance of 
common sleep. The account of this operation is in 
print, with the names of some' ten or twelve an- 
nexed, who were near enough to observe it narrowly. 
Even the dentist himself, though previously very 
sceptical, admitted he could not easily conceive how 
a person could have borne so painfiil an operation 
as, this without ariy cnange of expression in the 
countenance, unless there were some degree of truth 
in Mesmerism. Yet I shkll state, as a conclusion 

endeavoured to Mesmerise the sensitive-plaiit sjid fresh' 
drawn blood, without producing motion in the former, or 
affecting coagulation in the latter : so that, at present, thei^ 
is not the least -proof of axiy physical influence (fluid) being 
imparted. 
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to tliis case, and as a warning, after having wit- 
nessed m singular a phenomenon, (if I may so call 
it) that we ^ould not be pnt off our guard, and 
altogether lay aside our usual degree of prudence, 
that this Tonn? person was not a prophetess or a 
Bvbil, and' had no supernatural power whatever, 
although her Mesmeriser — an intelligent man, but 
of too sanguine a cast of mind — at first seemed to 
think she was so, for he professed to be able to 
Mcaraerise her, as . Well as her ^ister, by the will 
alone, without hec 'knowiedse ; '.and he also con- 
sidered both of tlifiu tu liitTc tilt' pnwcT of second 
sight. Being, however, an honest niau, (I there- 
fore suppress liis name on this occasion) he was 
disposed to give every facility for the a.cquiremeat 
of truth in the niatter ; and as tliis can only be done 
by arranging the experiments in different w^s, and 
by frequent r<'jietitioi]s of the same — in feet, by 
what may ratfier be called private than public 
glances — I acquired the most satisfactory evidence 
that, for his M'ill to be effective, it nas neceasaiy 
that the patient should have some previous inti- 
mation or idea that he wiis about to try to Mesmer- 
ise her. It WHS the same with regard to de-Mes- 
merisation, for he tried for a quarter of an hour to 
do this, and &iled, yheu the experiment was so 
arranged that I was sure she pouid have no idea 
that he was trying to wake bec^b^ hia will alone. 
On the same principle, when he said to me, " Mes- 
merise a card, and ^ve it t9 l^r^ and she will go to 
sleep," I Mesmerised one, but gave her a different 
one, not Mesmeriied ; but, as she thought it was 
Mesmerised, she fiffl ihto fh*''" Mesmeric state im- 
m^iately. Ho confessed to me he considered the 
sleep real, but was rather surprised when he found 
the Mesmerised card had not been given. In the 
same way, with regard to second sight. When an 
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inventory of every thing in a sitting-room was 
taken with me, she failed perfectly on two or three 
different occasions to describe this room, though rfie 
liad previously half-frightened some people into the 
belief that she possessed this power, oy ner detailed 
description of tne inhabitants of the sun, aiid other 
worlds, of which we know nothing. 

I have entered some'^hat at letigth into this 
digression, because, as this piatifent Was so wotiderftil 
in her capability of stlbmittiftg'to ti most pBllnful 
operation, without ^ivin^ ^t^ti Ihfe dightest evidence 
of sensatioili it sefemed naturifto^ expect that super- 
natural powers, of i^e kiiid'Jtist alluded to, would 
be developed in her, '^.tUfe^^eVef ai'e developed, by 
the Mesmeric proci^s^ds/.'^'TiAiiTst particularly on 
this case, theref6,re,''%'^6^ei^t6 Show the extreme 
probability that ihet^'n^^if^yis been some want 
of proper precaution' fa' in'akitig the experiments, 
whenever patients haw Cotne to' be ' eotosidered as 
possessing superiiWuiir' l^6\Verg/ of''thfe' class just 
alluded to; aid this 6pmRm''rTiay0' found cotn- 
firmed by the exitninatioii of 'i^6^ mahy bther eases 
where such powers' ' have b'eeii'''^ti»pie)cted, that M 
present I have rfo fttrihfer.'dottM'dfl Ihe matter. 

Returning t6 ilie stilijefet Wf Iti^setisSBilrty to pain, 
I shall add, thWlli^fS KAd kill' ferther personal 
experience on this' '^AWeitr by witnessing M. La- 
fontaine^s ex'b'enrtiems'm Onfe of the sub- 

jects seemed partiburaH^ ^ood^ for "the purpose, as 
the account or tW|"fAllQwi%'V^thei^ offensive experi- 
ments, for a pubM aitoceVWM^h 'dhe submitted 
to, without even ike m^Kii^d'i^Mg^ of countenance, 
will show:— ' "'"■ •'^" "•'^'•• 

1st. Needles were pni§hM '(Completely through 
the eyebrows, a considferable distance up the nails, 
and, lastly, completely through the palms of the 
hands. 
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2iidly, A light was pushed so near to the eyes, 
that, if the eyelashes were not singed, they were 
in danger of being so, yet this caused not the 
slightest degree of winking, or change in the posi- 
tion of the eyes. 

I had an opportunity of witnessing these experi- 
ments on two different occasions ; tqe first time I 
was in the front row of seats, quite near to the 
patient, and on, the, second occasion, on the plat- 
form itself, i^id iu actuial contact ,witb the patient ; 
yet, neither tim^ conld I perceiye any thing like 
even thei slightest ^icpfiiesa^oi^ pf pain in the counte- 
nance, whieh pres^ry^. the ;9ame naturally florid 
cast all through th^.e^p^ipfienti^; p^ither was the 
action of the heart inj^teri^ly^ ^ at all, changed, 
the pulse being! mucl^.^^h^ same before and after the 
experiment! .as IjB^iisfii^^mys,Qlf,bjr examination. 
This suffieioAtly shoFj^^^t this^state is not that of 
fainting w.syjwope, Wfl^ug^ ri^semble it in 

some jjesp^ots.!., It^i^Jike .2b^,..<?Qma which we ob- 
serve in pei^psf wJUp.baye W?n, poisoned by nar- 
cotics, or /Qf p(Br«oni^,in a ^t.pf. apoplexy, or who 
suffer- from fr^c^ure,.. with d,9pression of uie skull; 
or, to come perhaps, ^till lu^arer to thq point, to 
those who have .respjlred.tlp,e vapours of etner for a 
sufficient periodi J pay, p^iifips^fyv it seems very 
probable that the ij|seAS.ib|ility iaias great in some 



of the above cases of cpujia, fi^f ,ipptance, in fracture, 

pf the W^ ^ f ^ ^9 in those who 
have been luUy. ^1^4^(4 f I'^^W^ w® ^^^^^ ^^^ 



with depression 



some printed aecounts'Ut^ly, where operations are 
said to have been performed^ without any marks of 
sensibility, on persons who have taken an adequate 
quantity of narcotic ppisgn — ^the quantity, in fact — 
a rather dangerous experiment to try — which is 
adequate to suppress for a time, witnout perma- 
nently destroying, sensibility. 
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I have brought forward the above analogies by 
way of supporting the possibility that the Mes^ 
meric processes may, in some eases, be adequate to 
produce a state of real coma. The fixed gaze, 
especially when so long continued as is requited for 
the purposes of Mesmerism, is well calculated to 
effect a considerable change in the state of the ner* 
▼ous system, occasionally amounting to insensi* 
bility. We may beUeve, therefore, in this as an 
occasional Mesmeric effect, without going beyond 
the limits of ^' Naturalism,'^ as Hecquet and the 
French writers call it, or the order we see estab* 
lished around us. Neither analogy, any more than 
experiment, would lead vt» to believe any thing 
further on the subject; "for, since the dreams of 
eommon sleep, and, to htvn'gHb» resemblance closer, 
of that produced by theibspir^tion of ether,^ are 
but a tissue of absurdities, ^hy should medical in- 
stincts, second sight, ^d., be expected to exist in 
the Mestneno sleep? But I bare not trusted to 
mere analo<ry on this subject, but have satisfied 
myself, as I conceive, by most ample ei^periments, 
that they do not. 

Although I cannot easily believe that persons 
could have borne the tbrlure just' mentionea ttnih-- 
out any change of oomitenanoe^^tc^ on this point I 
particularly insist-^Ha^d ^hey really felt pain, yet it 
may not be amiss to ^bs^rve that experimentalists 
would do well to try, previous to Mesmerising, 
what amount of pftin the patient will bear without 
fiinching, and also; <3^r the Mesmerism, if sttdden- 
nes8 in the experiment makes any difference. These 

* Sometimes the patient, during the whole of the time an 
operation is going on, is restless, not from pain, but from 
unpleasant dreams; yet no supernatural powers of pre" 
vision, ^c, are developed in this sleep. 
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were points attended to very properly by the last 
Commission of the Boyal Academy of Medicine, 
appointed to inquire into Mesmerism, as you will 
find stated at laigth at pp. 482 and 632 of Dubois 
and Burdin^s ^''HiHoire Academiquey The authors, 
in Mttf^aae, admit that^here were very strong ap- 
pearances of insensibility to pain, but reftise to 
ascribe them deeiMljf to the Mesmeric manipu- 
lations, because sonu^ poisons, by a strong effort of 
the will, have 00fO9H>naUyt th^y say* borne most 
painful operations, mthout givi^^ o/ny external sign 
of suffering. I'«iU}at,.how«veff, be allowed to doubt 
whether the eamUeiimw^ ^i^ t^ot change, in some 
degree, in such <Mes;i aij|4 till I have seen individuals 
who could by an #&rt of i^lp^vill aotomplish this, 
as well as the yauiig^ipe{$M$ Irhave above noticed, 
I shall certainly reqpsi^ptiti^iyeA to leave the balance 
in &vour of i/l^v^Gti^xfi,()fi^^<maHy being able to 

E reduce cottfdet^ ihseHsibOitj* : I have no doubt, 
owever^ that eye^itbisij^ecl^ |s often, simulated; 
for one of M., XiafenUineX.jpatients, who went 
through the ptoce»s of having Beetles -run through 
her hand, without flinching, told me, some time 
afterwards, in. tba >old moral. ad^ge, '^ (Ted le pre- 
mier pa9 qui c^Mde^'*^.]tikt»t w^ien they had once 
got through the^slqn^.^^tket.xS^saroely felt them tra- 
verse the central part />£{^j:ban4. I think, there- 
fore, she felt pain <atMiia(^9s tbo4%b>.6he confessed 
she went to sleep. '.i.r nj oj f'.' 

I shall now pass oA.jtQ^dthftiiri^nfyuiemtion of the 
state of inseosiUUty (prodtt^dk.hy breathing the 
vapours of ether. AUb^j^^ .^b<9ilQ can be no doubt 
about the insensibility produced by this cause, yet 
it is accompanied by such di^ren^ effects in different 
cases, that the eyidence of insensibility is not so 
clear in every case — at least, at first sight— ^as might 
be supposed. The first oqperation I saw performed 
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under the influence of this, was the amputation of 
a little boy'*s leg, at Paris. In this case, he re- 
mained perfectly quiet, without any change of ex- 
pression in the face some time after the limb had 
been completely separated from. the body-^tiU, in 
fact, the surgeon pinched one of the n^iros, by 
accident, with the forceps, alooig with an artery. 
The boy'*s countenance soon afterwards began to 
express pain, and he called eat ; but the 'operator 
considered that, j^eyiiQUS to tbis^ the effect of the 
ether w^ visaing off-. The^tstate. of insensibility, 
howe^err iu. iais case, was at oi^e obvious. But m 
another operation^ wheri» a laege^pfeece of diseased 
bone had to b^ cut out, ftfhei: patient, daring the 
whole of thejopfMlic^ ke^^iisr'inotion, and would 
hare mav^ed Urn lifnhiiiid^^gffllig'the operation^ had 
it not been forcibly held tb^ 4£l»i(9^ant8. There was 
an espression of: w^i^y^ bUtniot^erbApa of pain, 
in the patieiit'*s CQunte&aQ<;e,>a]»fdiW« were obliged, 
after it was oter^to 4ra«lt» in AH^tne degree, to her 
assertion, yiz^ that she^didnotiknow the operation 
had been performed, f^r our evideliee that she bad 
been insensible duriipg its peiformanoe, It ap- 
peared, from her ^fi€iUQ[t,i .she had been dreaming 
of something efeet awhile it w^>^Bg on, and hence, 
probably, thei oresfUe^sn^ils.'. Theise wh^ want, then, 
to be perfeetlyjsatiflfled.piy t-helPt^e of insensibility 
produced by et^^jmAjiistiUi pefbapa^ require to see 
more than «ne f}»lBatk»itpwori»ed> though even 
the first is»s^ fcOog^oHi] gf*at way towards con- 
vincing even thftimo^s^^ptie^fijf the reality of the 
effect. .<* y ^' wmi / 1'{ . 

Professor Serres^: ^xfnrinwftita fliay be considered 
to have pretty w^llsol^i^dithji problem as to the 
action of ether in prpdiwing io^ensibility. He 
found that, when a nerve was laid bare, and ether 
applied to it, that the* sensibility of the nerve was 
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completely destroyed. I lately kept one of my 
fingers exposed to the yapours of ether for twenty 
minutes, without any appreciable effect; but on 
keeping, on another occasion, the finder immersed 
in tne ether for three quarters of an hour, I found 
a deigr^e of mimbness, on taking it out, which con- 
tinued the whole of the next day. 

These experhnents show (but more particularly 
those of Serres) that ether has a direct action in 
blunting sensibility,' and perhaps rwto'anttlie belief 
that, if' a pai^ w^rekept a feW hours immersed in 
ether for some* dajfs ^in euccesdon, its sensibility 
might be so bhinted, that It eould be separated 
from the body witb^t pain. As, however, the 
annihilation of s^enftiUl^ty by this means would ob- 
viously require too tAttCh time, w^ must be content, 
at present, to consider 4t a ierideratunt; and ex- 

{^erimentalistd w6«dd^dii wMi^to^pufsh these inquiries 
urther ; inasMiiA^ ai^{|^(fo([»#/' mean^ of ^e^troying 
sensibility wotild be preftrdble to the plan of inlm- 
lation, which, by a^ng^ on* the constitation only a 
short time, tends certainW^tb do it no good ; ether 
vapour being a p<^ison, whra br<eathed mr a certain 
time — and that time not reqoirkig to be very long. 
In some experiments^ 6i Fitotirens, for instance, 
death took ptaceinaiiogtltat-had only been allowed 
to breathe it frotti'thfiity*<td>lhtfty»five minutes, the 
state of insensibiivt^ d&t'^oiiiiaiyrlfig* before from five 
to eight minutes;' *So'that,^^tfft^ a state of insen- 
sibility has once \mm {A*odaced bay it, it will then 
require the inh^lalioffrtio^b^' continued only from 
twenty-five to thirty minutes, to cause death. 

Although itise^msfsuffidently dear that ether 
has a direct action' 'On the nervous influence, and 
tends to destroy it^ «tBI; some of its deleterious 
effect may be due to its introducing an excess of 
carbon into the Mood. * Ether i^ould appear to act 



64 LECTURES ON 

on this fluid by rendering it darker and less vis- 
cous. But it probably kms by direcUy destroTtug 
the sensibility of the nervous system, judging mam 
Serres'' experiment first notieed ; and from the pro- 
bable &ct (for I do not know that this point has 
been enough attended to) that the his^sibility pro- 
duced by breathing even carbonic acid gae it»self is 
not anTthin? like so perfect as that produced by 
breathing etner vapour. In tmth, to render it still 
more probable that the ^c0sb of c^bon in the 
blood has little to do ^th Ijh^ jpt^duction of the 
insensibility, may befitttber noticed the fact that, 
according to Mr.* HoiMfc^'Wells,^ breathing nitrous 
oxyd gas produces' <a stat^ of tSikAikt- insensibility — 
a feet which he says ^ he observed proved by the 
extraction of teeth in iptibUcj* after breathing this 
gaSj before the eflS^ct of 'the' inhalation of ether was 
known. But the insensibility from nitrous oxyd 
arises from direct action, on th^ nervous centres, or 
certainly not from any addition of carbon to the 
circtilating mass ; for wiis gas differs frdin air only 
in containing more oxjijen. 

Since the above observations on ether were 
written, chloroform has come in a measure to sup- 
ply its place, on account 'of its qtiicker action. 
Judging fi^m ej^riments made on horses in 
France,* the long' ctotinutm6<& of its inspiration 
does not appear to destroy the life of that animal 
quickly : but subi^eqtt^C focb^rftttfents show that on 
the human subjept cMorbftrtii has a pernicious 
action, which is ft^uently'fatal,'a8 many cases re- 

Sorted in " The Lancet '^ thesef last few vears suf- 
ciently attest. I lAall now pass on to the con- 
sideration of the best means of avoiding error in 
Hypnotic inquiries. 

* Comp. Kend., Academy of Sciences, December, 1847. 
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It is very evideiiit, as so few persons compara- 
ratirelj speaking are susceptible of Mesmerism, 
esfoept tmier many repetitions of the '^poMee^'' that, 
in operating upon those who hftye nerer before been 
operated on,, an extraordinary length of time be- 
comeer necessary ior the investigation ; and, after 
all, it appeurs very doubtfol wliether the results so 
obtainea will be more satis&etory than those which 
Mesmerists profess lo be able toproduee in patients 
who hare been ofl»n ^pexatedi on.. For the public 
in g^eralcanxieft.bQ e^speat^toi be. satisfied of the 
existence of any, JVJL^^biqxs^ 'phen{)metton (except, 
perhi^ as rega^dlH tM^ elistoii^e [i>r d^^existenee 
of consciousness) inl t f^Dy ipev^^n, i hower^it . honour- 
able the Gharaetety m&0ut e^perimewk* Holding, 
therefore, such opinion, it appears < that the most 
satisfactory way to ini^^iiiire tioto tb^ truth of the 
higher order of Mesmeric ^^ffec^ts is, to piHiceed to 
examine for oorselyea these phenopieiia which the 
Mesmerist thinks exi^t in any of bi«f patients ; be- 
linning with the simplest phenomena, after the 
Hypnotic sleep, and proceeding giraduaUy upwards. 
I say thephenon^na q/9!i^ Mesmerie sleep, because, 
if insensibility to pain, do not,acepn3kpany this sleep, 
we had better pass it by iS^to^etheA as for its ex- 
istence we are ohhgod to di^n^- solely on the 
patient^s word, ajid c£^, apply i^OvtUts to ascertain 
its presence. a- , .; * 

If an example of aoHQalled Mj^t^w^ric attraction is 
brought forward, it would. be!.)right, in the first 
place, that we do not inform thor Mesmerist, eiceept 
by icriting^ whether we wifiJi to s6e experiments on 
this or any other phenomenon, first, (for most 
patients are supposeato show two ortluree different 
phenomena) in order that not even a suspiidonmm 
arise in the patient's mind as to our wishes. 2ndly. 
That no oral observations be permitted from any of 
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the party, bat that all qnestionfl be put ta the 
Mesmeriflt in writinff^ and that he preserve* the 
stricteet silence himself during all the eKperinvstitiB, 
and make his ^^passes^^ MmletUfy a$ potsvbUthrcuffh 
the air^ daring the some ; and, ultimatelyy that he 
endeayaur to produce the Mesmerie attraetiinr by 
tht mllalene^ the most satisfaietory waj of any, if 
possible^ Srdljr. That the |nAi^t be Uiodfrnded 
during thei experiments* 4thfy. That ail the ^speri- 
ment$ he rep^hted three ot fomriimm^ Vfith the mme 
result; finr, iivithont ' this, no conclaskm can be 
drawn, raiee it is quite 'poBsaUe the patient may 
once or twiee ha'V'e yuee^ the o^cator^s wishes, and 
acted aoaordingly. 

If, with sneh preoautienb^ the experiments dn 
attraction and repulskin fimeeeed, we may then pro- 
pose to try whetbar ^thsy wemld succeed equally 
well, when a direct attempts was made by one or two 
persons to eonfiise th« patient^ by saying aloud, (as 
if in conversation) '*iNow see, he will be attracted/'* 
while the opera^r twas siUntbf endeayouring io 
repel him, or mee werei. An ^utteflopt should, also 
be made to confuse the patient, by parties walki&g 
round the room, &so., the opexstor himself being, 
from the beginnii^, requestea to preserve the stru^- 
est silence, and having;, befbre each experiment, 
written down on papto' what he was attempting 
to do. :r ' tj. . » 

If the expedsnemt&on attvaetion succeeded under 
aU these einsamstin«iM^(i>8hauld have no hesitation 
in considering )thisjai real I basb^4Df attraction, and its 
nature a fit subject J^r^tlie'in'eestigation of philoso- 
phers, whether tbe'^cfaonaotf^ of the patient had 
previously beei^ suspected^'* or not. I, however, 
have never been able to meet with a case of this 
kind, nor even one that sUoeeeded when no attempt 
was made to confeise the patient. 
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I have parposely proposed not to attempt to con* 
Aise the poti^ot in tne fir^t series of trials, because 
a physician (oaie of the leading writers in the Zoisi) 
has mi^h objected to this, as un&ir to the patient, 
and ni^fed. that what is said he admits to be a 
8t]90(EKger poweff'than ttrhatis aofcuaUy i^ofi#; but, he 
adds, this does-iasot pro^ that what is done (viz., 
pasjses^ mattipulatixia^, dsc.) has no effect at all. 
I, however, merely men^im this • view, fer it opens 
suohiHi avenue fbr fraudy that in all oases (and I 
have seen; such myself), where' what, is said has 
more infimenoet thaaiK'|Mi9ses,&;o., I shmoM at onee 
oon^der the results aai^t^afll^.nnworthy ndtiee. 

When the test for insensibility, Tiz., that a gal- 
vanic or electrio shodciiNeripassed Hirou^ the arm, 
sufficiently strong io'tiessiaividfle tli0Be who take hold 

. of the pati^Qt, is tried, ijuaUy should, be solicited to 
form the circle^ to t^(ri£ one: person out of the 
' i number can bear it wil^Mi^ naJoviBg^ or one person 
out of the number .oaa /keep the arms or limbs 
in an extended and difficult! position the same 
length of tiiQe that the .Mfiomerised person can 

• do it. 

As regards the tests fox sympathy of .taste, those 
substances oaily shauld bemused vfdiich have little or 
xto smell, or na grating .^tpiieii agaisist the teeth; 
thus hmip sttgar dbLonUr/nixt iher employed, unless it 
be powdered, and if lozenges are used, particular 
care should foe takfiorithat'lJiixfiafFe not scented. 
Some time ago^ I rateeiiiberjidsviDg attended a 
puhlic lecture, in which Ira-palaistit was exhibited 
who was said to {lossese^lMstpDWw of sympathy of 
taste, and on the Meamerist putting a scented 
lozenge into his- mouth, given by one of the au- 
dience, the Mesmerisodipenon doubtless soon said 

. he had a lozei^e of saoh and such- a description in 
his mouth ; but on goAng^on the platform, I found 



68 LECTURES ON 

the scent sufficiently strong to indicate the naturq 
of the substance put into the Mesmerist^s montibii 
without the necessity for supposing that any »ach 
power as sympathy of taste nad been imparted by 
Hypnotism. Moreover, I have subsequently tried 
experiments on two or tbreeother Hypnotised pejs 
sons said to possess this power, but they fi^ed ta teU 
the substance used, when every proper ppeeaatioa 
was employed ta prevent them from ffues8i$^ what 
it was. ,. 

In the sapie way, with, regard tQ diseases and 
secoiKi sight. Wnlfe dow?i in l^ei fonujev case the 
symptoms you feel^ror iA.>tbe rlatter, the eauct liej^ 
of t^e things in the, ra9^m. j/^u.^sh to be described, 
and take such; wrv^te^doQn^}lent with you when you 
have to ex;amu3La';patie^t^ !^»speeted of possessing 
either tha instini^p^ df^^99 qxi second sight : then, 
without answeringp^apky ^i^^t^pnOr ^te down on th# 
contrary pagie th^ '^yn^btj^^o^. of the disease^ or, in 
case of secispd »\gliit )^ (^ci^pt^n of the rootn, aa 
told by the SpQu^^Qj^buie. <^ .B}r t^is means cmly will 
you avoid tbe.^lacjy^ f>f attQi|d^igx>nly to wAatAm 
been mid fightyyibS^K^^m he#|i;ja.prmcipal redfion 
why astrolQgy (jias ^ti^ b^e^n 9^\^ to retain some ba*- 
lievers^ By. adopting t^s se^eo'e^scratiny by writia:!^ 
I have never foofid'a^y^^njO^ii^^s or Astrolc^ 
gers who did not say at least four or five things 
wrong for eyex]y j^hin&>th^I?; said i^gbt. I kn^w an 
American ge^tl^^wbp/>cop^i^r^ thai Somnam>* 
bules possess^, tbftj|HW0rertW jpJ^tended to, if 
they only s^cpfjede/l Withf^^abcrTi^, proportion. " I 
can only look^" ji^Wiheltp tB^y.'jat what they say 
right." Butj of.v,c9«TOe,iwhej^i^:it be a disease or 
a room, a p^spnwh^ knofnfUnlioithing'at all aboa^ 
either, must,>oiiiit|he.4eet9ipe).qf[pjqab|J>iUties, hit on 
at least a few ^K^tsttiati ^^oA^U If people^ will 
not believe lJ:i€re i^ifH^abraJbhing liiS ^^sing right 
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sometimes, of course it is useless trouble to reason 
with them. 

Secret Influence of the Will. — Many of the ex- 
periments on the secret influence of the will con- 
tinue to he made in a very fallacious manner, viz., 
by speaking in the presence of the patients, (the 
Hypnotist, of course, in such case, assuming they, 
pro tempore^ are deaf) and letting them at once 
know whait you wish done ; as, for instance, telling 
them, '^ Put your hand on that chair ; now take it 
off,^' when you wished their hand to be fixed to the 
rnune. This is but a revival cft the old plan, intro- 
duced by Mesmer, of tmsfing to the patients word 
solely for belief in tftie Mesmeric phenomena. This 
is how this prince of itiipostors wished the Mem- 
bers of the Royal Academy of Sciences to believe 
in the cases of cure he brotight fcrward. The Mem- 
bers, however, deciitiied'to giWa^y (Opinion on the 
subject, as may be seesid^ p. 10 of the '^ffiskiire 
Acctdemig^^'*^ (wherey 3IA' e&ewhere,' Mesmer ap- 
pears in the light or ^n ingenioiis knave) unless 
sueh patients were brought to them b^ore the 
"Mesmeric** treatment was begun. It would be 
well if all future inquirers into the subject would 
fallow this wise ooimuet'^ the Commission (on 
which, be it remembered, iir^e Franklin and La- 
voisier). .:,... 

Leaving, therefore,' aU'HJhe experiments on the 
secret influence of the' wili(^i)iitde in this way, as 
worthless, it behoves us to^te^uitM <m this subject — 
1st, that every thing ^loUd be done by writing ; 
2ndly, that the patient sho^nld be blindfolded, m 
order not to be able to get even a suspicion of the 
idea wished to be impressed ; and 3rdly, that the 
parties should' operate' at some distance from the 
Somnambule, in otder to be sure they are out of her 
hearing. One of the most oemmon modes of trying 
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the influence of the will is, by the Mesmerist ^op^ 
ping the Somnambule in the midst of a song, at a 
given signal. I remember seeing Adolphe (on this 
occasion his wife''s Hypnotist) try this twice in 
London. On the first occasion, he was so placed 
that she might (whether she did or not) have 
caught a side view, when he was, by the mo-'fefment 
of his hands, trying to st<^ he(r« The exp€ffiinent 
on this occasion, wen, was seiamingly stio^ssftilv 
On the other decagon, however, he was placed 
directly behind hee, and as I waJ9 -satisfied she cduUt 
not see, and thought she could not heal*, I waia 
anxious to see ttbe j^bsaiti- ^ It pvored, however, ^a 
complete iailure, fer'shei^oi^btiiiaed her song some 
time after the signal bad beeili>given, until, at last, 
he was obliged U walk tidp tovher to tell her to 
desist; and then immedifaltely -^diffigfeni class of 
exBerimeflts wiefe coinit])eikeEid:< st^sundmn artem, hi 
oroer to mak0 the Bpectato3i;fbrget'tfais»ffiiiare» Iti 
like way, in the ecLperini^Qdife WmtglpI have €(ee]S oil 
thi» subject at Paris^tby M« L-»^-»^-4ie, the- 4)]^eiiator 
was not suffiicieoflly in a dhedt iiiie' behind l^e ' 
Somnambule, no>r faF-eiiou^DeiiDe^red'toibe certaifif 
she couldnot.Aasr the^motien x)f his Jt^nds tbtotrgh ' 
the air, no)c..9d^ th«n' miake,'iiBAie0ise wi^ed hertd ' 
stop singing I (for^. oitiJ siiflhri obceMiDns, he made^ 
passes) ; and ^s > iher>ooadkkm iof fnaking tlie expert^ 
ment, xiz*,^'t^piiiouii{fn,Mm^ 4ieiAfmd»'at^d^^ was 
declined byJVlj'Ljr^iI'itnnstiTenKniila p^fbot sceptic 
on this point, more particuhoiyjasKw also seemed 
to object to stand more directlyLbehindy and a little 
further from, Bei^;' ' te^^mfltti^iis that appear 
requisite ibr estafelteHng the trjit^ 6t clairvc^ance 
are the following: — ^ "' 

1st. That the book (which the Somnambule has 
not been allowed to open) be held directly opposite 
to the eyes. He should be requested to read at 
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leas$ a H»e^ in suoli position, previonslj stating 
exactly which line he intends to read. 

Sndly. When the bandages are remored from 
the eyes, they should be placed on any page of the 
same book, opened at a distance from the Somnam- 
buld, he being now requested to read not less than 
a lime, tiurougfa such obstacles^ and, as before, pre- 
viously noting at what line he will begin. When 
the Somnambttle professes to read through paper 
enyelopQs, Dr« Forbes Justly adyiaesthat you shoiuld 
fir^t try yourself, and sed if you hate used white 
paper thick enough. .• 

Asi when these pareoautioiifl haY« been taken, I 
have not found any eoHoaUed ^^^elairroyant' ' able to 
read, I must remain. alsoncdnn^ktelT' sceptical on 
this point. And I may a^d,>liltat Ihifve seen mety 
few experiments, made id^ithb^^usual way, oot Sota- 
nambules, that wece^ s^utis&crtoiiy.' Mt. Braid^ it 
should be remembeiredy hasothrowjB odt the opinion 
that, by the processes of Hypniotifm, ihe senses^ of 
hearing and toucdsi are Isometiines- fdndered more 
acute. Nqw> iftMs tbeithe .case, there will be still 
more reason for ioondiieting .alL exp^iinients on this 
subject by.that sys^elDl> of silence 'iGnd'caution which 
it has been ithe pstrtioiilar.objectiKrft the' above re- 
marks to recommeady and^- byu attention to this 
recommen(|at;ioa,:I..beg <leave>ltiK)oonbiude! the pre- 
sent Lecture,- satis&edy^as {^alll^h^t^)htif'tho errors 
of ^* Mesmensm*^ haAP^iarisenrffrim Jndftention to 
this one sinqtle pteeau^Gdxoitifuf 'n^^nx ^i 

^ In order to destroy ^^.p^nc^^o^ a fo^finat^gpiess, for 
it seems just possil^Ie tjiat^ a p^pp,]^ j^ a^ couple of 

words right out of a wlidle line. " ' „, ,. 

..•(■'■ • ""4 t'li J ii*>itl ii) '^u i . 1 . 
.-. ii> . , . • 1(1 ( ij I.- ' . I 
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LECTURE jn. 

I shall here attem[>t tp enumerate tlie prinoipal 
peculiarities that diatinguish sleep — lat, t(ie power 
of conjuring up visions, and thii^ng we tee reatitiei; 
for we cannot do this, if we <rv,In the waking state, 
flince the knowledge derived irom the senses imme- 
diately dissipates all such illusion. Neither, on the 
contrary, can we, in t^e sleeping state, aa has bewi 
already stated in these,' Lectures, refuse to Wlieve 
in the reality of thfi^ most absurd visions, however 
much we may have decided, previous to going to 
sleep, to try to do so. Two coocluBions follow from 
these reflections : — ^Ist, that the influence of the 
imagination, and 2ndly, that the power of creduhty, 
are greatly increaeed, m the sleep mg condition. As 
a proof of the first position, it ia on record that 
some of the happiest ideas of the poet have arisen 
during sleep. As evidence of the second, I may 
observe that only lately I dreamt tlial I was having 
a tooth extracted. I'ieing suddenly awoke, as I 
thought, during tlio operation, I could not, for the 
first few seconds, conviuce niysuU' that I was not 
Buffering pain. In tho same way, in another dream, 
I thought 1 was experiencing extreme physical •^leor 
sure, and felt surpri.seiil, on waking, to find such com- 
ilete resemblance was not reality. 1 liave also dreamt 
have been flying;' ami, tliou^li I remembered 
' Acoording to UwnMii Aviarm an »pti to be mare wild 
afler a penonhaa drank ft,liUle;t0a mudi, and oAmaieii- 
latiQii ^ lifting. ttjf ap;Q(a in ^uchqcciifnatvices. 
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clearly to have thought, at the time, it was very 
Btrange, yet I could not, while dreaming, disbelieve 
it. In like way, in regard to what we are told. 
Seeing, as I thought, in my dream, a certain person 
(Mr. L.) at a boarding eatabliahment, I inquired 
of one of the inmates if he was the master of it ; 
the reply appearing to me to be yes, I believed this 
perfect absurdity as long as the dream lasted. 

Making allowance for the chief cause of this cre- 
dulity, viz., the torpor of the external senses during 
sleep, (on which more hereafter) the main laws of 
the waking state Btill act. Now, it is a law, that 
what we see — or, what amount's to the same thing, 
what we think we see— we are obliged to believe. 
Hence it is, that in sleep we believe what we dream ; 
for, firmly thinking we see it, this amounts to the 
same as seeing it in reality. Only lately, I dreamt 
I saw a relative who had been dead some years : 
the figure seeming as perfect hefore me as if he had 
actually been alive, I could not, of course, at the 
time doubt X saw a living person. On another 
Occasion, I dreamt a cat jumped into the second- 
floor window. I remember thinking it very ex- 
traordinary the animal should he abln to jump bo 
much fnrtner than usual ; but soemed to aay to mjr 
self, I must believe it, for E gee it. 

In addition lo tlie law in ouL'stion, we may also in- 
fer, from the foniicr dream, that ihe power of wwJMory 



e nothing diirlu^j glivp, or why, on 
seeing the figure before me, phould I not have im-; 
mediately rrmembered the person had long been 
dead? but most assuredly I did nut. If, indeed, 
I had, it would at onco have been to inform me 
that the whole was a dream. 

I do not, howet%r, b^ thta mean to assert that 
memwry is fiutf iff sleep exdept in regard to imi^es 
of persons or things presented actnally before us, 
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when tbe law, viz., that what we thioJk we see we 
are obliged to believe, inter&ros. Tbe same (uiv 
cumstances eeeming to be present as in tbe wakipg 
state, we remember and reason much in .the same 
way as we should do if actually, ^wake ; nay, and 
what is still more remarkable^ foieri th^ a^ma himd 
of discreiiof^ary jkower v^ich v^ wre <Mett^mei 
to do on the seme $utgect$^ anhm aii?aM>:< T|b^s, i^ 
two or three dxieamei, which; it will, he .rigJ^t.t^Ofad'^ 
vert to, I haye r^^oapifed just ai^ I .should h^v§ dopa 
in the waki|)gj»^te qn the s$.me si^bj^tg^ sjkiref 
membered (for in ^is. C9«^ ^here was no pictur^fof 
realities present to pl^eek o^ de^oy m^me^) jthe 
opinipns of part^ I . <?onoeiyi^ were pre^j^,!, ^d 
paid the ^a^^ 4efei*^fe.tOctbem>and their opinions, 
where thej fd^^ T^ith ,nty crv^n, that I should 
have done in the^^^J^pg ^^t^ On the suhjec^t of 
Mesmerism, fox infipftn<|e4nl;'«i^®i:ty b^J notes, I 
once dreamt .that ltoid.<j;ount de.L ■ ■ ^ of Pari^ 
that I <^n3^4er/ed .vfL-rTrXHS b^d no. supernatural, 
power ;, bjat,4i,s I. Wl bnew, from ^ small. wosrki^hi^ 

fpntl^nan was.k^ ^nopgh to give n^^ , t^bafi he ,bp-r 
ieved, in cenj^eqiieniQe of his ,own« e:ij^i»ents,Tin 
the powers of the <^^ ni^iciaiu at Cairo, I qualified 
my opinion by .sBving..;!, should not; presume;^ 

judge of him, wiXh§i^.V^1\ §^ft bi?U-; wj^ich, asser- 
tion I should not have made, had I not received 
much atten^licmrfi^mUhis'gend^klnflDjy who i^as almost 
a Btrangep t0'me;i t Thieilikeiiessief Be ]>-^, therefoare, 
being ^reaxfBl^^^m&ilmim^' <b«i5im^ >! inmnediately 
remembered (for in such'^ii^e^'ft^tti memory may 
exi&t) his^ &^iAM»^ijti^''fk^^tme to the truth of 
Egyptian n^^^c,^aiidT^lt W;^^^^ to a 

certain extent, ' * " - - 

by common civil 

* Op aw)tber,qe<}»8ii9i|rlr ^^atDA ?th«t»^^':«eeiiig a knife 
^^.fQik^Wiin a jftgtif uiftj>iwyx^^|^«ftf^ dii6t^^ ae iitlJm 
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Said by prudence — ^frora anything like direct conti^a- 
diction — ^though I felt pretty certain, as I thought, 
in rafy own mind, even when dreaming, that he must 
hare fallen, sottiehow or another, into complete error 
on the point. But to show still more distinctly 
that we do n6t lose prudence or discretionary power 
during sleep, i fiSay refer to another dream, in 
which I find 4t^'»tated "that I kept something secret 
from a pei'feott w4ii^h I should certainly' have also 
cWisideiiBd ^ii pirb^P'tb dd i*'1*fd Wfckiilg^' dtAte. 
AgaSta, iii'«mMhe!»;»I-find the S^fiise^f i^me* ob- 
viously *4is«ingiii^^linfla^, oi^'^etfri^r feiiiiH^r, de* 
free that, uttder the* cfifcuiistlilic^sj It iV^oiild have 
one had I been'^vbfc^.*' "lulanolihe!*; I find the 
sattie sense of Ac^wes*^ 4hieh Iiflattei' myself I have 
while awake, equally iti&.n$festii]lg iti^lf iti^' dream, 
in which I thought I^^fe St^i^ttg^^tit of 'miy way 
to remind a person, #him I: Wbteht I ^ttw, that £ 
ow6d hkA sonro-Aiolieyl'' fti' anioihfer dreairrt, 1 find 
a just pride manifesting 'itsc^, 'by my appfearihg 
tO'declme a ceiftdin inVitatidi: 'because not blade 
through' the 'P*6per channel. ' I siiemed'ofFended, in 
my sleejj; as 1 shottld h^lve bd^nj if aw^&ke. • 

And :n6W, having 'det^ifded ' tlittt a selise 6f dour- 
tefey, of pnld^ii^ej d* i^aAie;'bf 'honesty, of pride, 
exists in sle^pi-ithat; in fedt,»il is^stfll-lihe same /« 

• J ] [ i i\ / i';;j*T jvr.d t".' t . 
plaee werd inteddefJ^toilMiiiires^iiredifar flotueoiie, I declmed 
seeding: m^lf- tifecxi i HslBg^tfaecii Kgaiik the same sort of pru- 
dent circ^n]api^(iiq»f|h^Ltlv ojPii Aiiw^airimQiiiti^tMkees, I should 

havedone^itk!he:iP^^ipg^|^.({w[i;^ ril i !) \ 
» Without e]^^C^9g;45,^^^tai^^.Jf]I^J;iff^^ 

was one usually ^^^ne in, tJ}e ]H|r^ipg, state ,aiQ4e| and that in 
my dream I aeemeo.t^ £5^1^^ Joj do. it fe^ofiuse a third party 
was present. Again, I ftreami f ^^pot^ against curiosity, 
quite in accorduice'wiili my disYlke o^that propensity. 

^ Plutarch inedti^utiH&ttt^^ tb#^€^itdce to the Temple 
of Delphi, tfae^^^]^ibtiC#lls^£^'^I^''AD^'^ <'3%e^ sublbtie 

E 2 
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— ^the same ever-moYin<^ spirit, that stirs within us, 
whether we wake or sleep, how, it may be asked, 
can we applj these facts (for such they certainly 
are) to Hypnotism, or sleep artificially induced? 
If this sleep be, in the respects just mentioned, like 
common sleep, we certainly shall haive great diffi- 
culty in not deciding that Somnambtiles, who pro- 
fess to have clairvoyance and similar marvellous 
powers, are not impo.9tor^, in the fetriet sense of 
that word. The steeping ttan is the waking man, 
minus the e^temafl senses, and ikiitf Us the memory, 
as far as this is necessarily- itifl'ttettoed by their 
torpor or absence ;• for, ^ as to the moral qualities, 
they seem to exii^t itt l^eri' tisual, or* nearly usual, 
state. Agaan, as tkefeight^i^fj dr conversation with, 
personsr jui^ before goill^'^ei* sflebp,' is apt to make us 
dream about ilheiil^, on >th#<^fieiple that the deepeit 
ifnpr0BH6ni ^re fnM i^^'ib be remifhbered or re- 
produced' duriiiff •^^, Mii'rfy *the 'Sftme law holds 
with the'moral'quiElIities /and, if |)tinciples of honesty 
and &ir dealing hitv^ 'been impress^ on the ntind 
during the gitotfei' part of our wakitog existence, 
these prl^iples • «Ottfy wiH be repwduced in our 
dreattis. However, on the o^^er «ide it may be 
urffed that it does' not deem by any means impos- 
sible, making due allowance^ for the ffights of the 
imagination during sleep, that these may so mingle 
themselves in the dtfeatbs of a person habitually 
honest and 6traightforVWtrd;'a& to make him appear 
to himself to^ hlave, if'inet tmjudt and dishonest 
moral qualities, at leaerti pkymal powers that he in 
reality has not; What j^eater delusion, for in- 
stance, as regards physio^ powers, can there pos- 

words referred to the unchangeable character of the Deity. 
In like manner the human son! — that divine emanation — 
seems in essence unchangeable, awake or asleep. 
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sibly be than for a person to dream he was fijing ! 
Yet, I have already observed, that I have dreamt 
this more than onoe. Taking this reflection into 
consideration, then, and the feet of the delusions 
that taJ^e place as regards smelling, hearing, see- 
ing, &e. ; and also those in monomania, (which 
resemUes sleep, in r€gar^ to the imagination, and 
consequent credulity^ and even, prudence, or " me- 
thod,^" as tbo poet csbUed it) we ha^a some ground 
for leaning to the charitable side) in the^ case of 
SomnambuJies wbo jpi)et<Nid to dUiiii?ypy>auce aiid other 
eupernatural po^reir^ ; ^^iv^ it.^peems, just poasibl^, 
supposing them really^ in . a ^tpite of artificial sleep, 
that they may thp^s<^^^ isf)n^tim09 be deceived as 
to their powers, . l{pty;e^rt as.im cpmrnoo sleep, I 
have never observed )l^d^i¥f in wbicb I seemea to 
have powers of dini^^^Q^i^f)., a^d.^rthe; honesjty 
of the waki]:)g state x^imi^l^B ^.sla^p, th0chwces 
are, that tb^^ma^si^f Soi^fikambi46'^3;F& imposiorsM 

I cannot quit this jpw:t of t t^o fl^J^^t without 
observing, tbatif t^idea j(is^/ip[)^ntiaiied abo^it the 
imagination. 00t being, able t^^^It^ |(^u^ just estimate, 
or atleiastiOmx^i^nyCtf M>u? ipK^sal quaUties during 
•the &tate of .$leep,)^uldi b^icbi^rm^ by the atten- 
tive observMiQafjof/0th^r',pef»Qiis^Mi(n 4heir dreams, 
it will be ai riaguia^ faotir/inlli^ft^fence to psycho- 
logical science.- ..,-i tC'Ij .'I'. J-' ,;;•■■ 'f 

I have already, ^t^ttheib^gi^niog of this Lecture, 
stated that, In trwot iiff^^iP^^-^^$^^^o^ th^ most per- 
fect imitalaoiis QdpI^iaahpf^Awiipi^sioal pleasure 
were experi©nQ€|dv, i|fOAi^siwit^l»ga^d to tne phy- 
sical effect dnithetji^ody jfifl'ted oidftUFS. On the 
ISth of Appl, (^vtkf ^tlmipprkft^vl dreamt that 
the smell of some filtn, by wnicn I was passing, was 
so bad, that, I,.,^^8,, j^l?%ej^ .J^o.^^^iSi^n, m^ walk. 
Again, in a^t^^fr.jcjreii^ X^tWgl^ I l^eard music 
distinctly, yet ^e^-jgp^ic .i^^ftii thej^e^ Thus we 
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see that physical pain and pleasure, (equivalent to 
the sense of touch) smelling, hearii^, (sight, in 
almost all dreams, >) and probably tast«-^in &ct, 
all the sensations of the five senses may hk immicked 
(so to call it) in dreams. Doubtless this power of 
the soul, during sleep, is one of the great causes of 
our perfect credulity in tfa^t state, since it t^nds to 
make us believe we most be ai^ke :. but) it is an 
error to consider this inimicry (as Butler has done) 
the same as seeing, •hearii^,&^. I shall now de- 
tail the princilpal tiotes of tw4» dreams, showing that 
sa^estion apts- ei^uallyin tWi condition as in the 
wiJcing staftci - ...•.:/ 

I dreamt that\M. Fa-^csaldito loe^ *^ You have 
not given ^e the cbatkgei^^'<' I^had just paid for 
something, h\k I haA w/^^i/nt^ftmn m^ own money* 
He prete!iid«d i held bottto^^^ ifrom .him. I told 
him I had not. He- subseMfuedtly paid a few sotM 
out of ^is iown poeket'foi*(both of'U9, as if topre* 
tend he did not caiie iaifoout the mbney.^ The sum 
this time was m siffiaU that'T thx)Ughtl could not 
offer to pay my half; - iNowF.was ia nmiu who had 
lost the greatest part of a large fortul^ intbusiness, 
and many yecprs offo hoA actually trie^ indif*ee$fyj 
somewhat in the^aboVd way, ^ get a few francs 
from me to pay feff adinner'or.ai bottle of eham* 

^ Bishop Butler, in his work, has insisted, nxuch on what 
we appear to see in ^i^aqas, in ey,i4^nce of the soul having 
the power to seej witl^pjut th^ use of the bodily organs, the 
eyes. But, in reality, als the ihing», are not there, which 
appear to be seen^ this qnly proves tKat a certain degree of 
activity may exist in' the soiil, when air the senses are, as 
nearly as piossible, in a state rSeseniblifig death. Without 
the correctidng fronh th6 Senses, the soul, however, would 
appear to have no power of formiug correct ideas of external 
nature. The seeing in sleep is an illusion produced by the 
vast increase of the imagination, aided by memory. 
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pf^e, but, haying onee been taken in by him, I 
aeclined being cheated a second time. 

The cause of my dreaming about him, no doubt, 
wasi^ .'that I bad been talking about him the day 
before/; this being recalled in my sleep, I still, in 
tfakal state,; remmbereA^ he had once tried to che^t 
mcyjindttbus dreamt he was trying to do so again, 
thoi^h, in iny ^kepr .1 thought we w^e going about 
sightrseeitig, and not dining together « Irhave ainee 
dreasftt ;that= Li — i.rm away fircmi- me to go to 
Miti. M'-^Aw He w^ likely., or<abiloat'Sare to pass 
mey and to. call. on M;ts. M,,.. and) stay there: but 
the running away from me arose from- two persons 
haying done so for a joke,A4^w lirghts' preiyiouBly. 

Obmrvatif^ns^^mln] bdthvtibtei abdye> dreams, the 
main /ea4fire» o£trHh^f^^^m^is6^^\.e^^yiz^ that as 
soon as the persoti tappearea, Ith4 temeiD]l»?afi<^e of 
my ayersiontorindi^ffi^s^tkceitOiSidh peorsoii was felt. 
In the one-case^ tabUdmglab^t tbe.person ailggested 
thedriddlm; in the )dtheiv> theiie;' waa m obivious 
caus0i£>s theidream^' ^xc<apt what there, seengs to be 
fi)r(many tibtoughtain thewiCkin^istates,. yiz.^ chance 
— «€Kr if suggestion,. {suggested byi a ]tbottght that has 
passed too quickly sto be. nememberedw. We see in 
the Ipitter dream^ noiw€i¥eir, that .an ^K^tual fact sug- 
gested the absurdity of ran geftitibeiQilain' running away 
from me, without cause, which, of course, was be- 
lieyed in slee^. ' "" ' •■• '••^' '•"' '^^ ';''" 

On another o'ccasibfe, 'I'hSff^ fbt^btten a dream, 
when the sight of the persoiliii' Sier day-time re- 
minded me 1 had dreamt about tim. Thus, sug- 
gestion acts from tije wakfn^ baclk to the sleeping 
state, another arg^mepjb i^ /ayqur of the similar 
state of the souL in both ^s^ses^ minm the condition 
of the senses. 

On the 22];ibd of January,, 1&48, I. dreamt a great 
deal, but could not remember a^word of it on waking. 
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Had I chaoced to have seen any parties dreamt o^ 
I have DO doubt I should have remembered my 
dream by the power of suggestion, just as the 
memory, during the waking state, pftion requires 
some assistance to enable it to act — ^* I remember, 
now you tell me :"*' recognition requires, less effort 
of the soul than memory. 

Although, certainly,. the. toraor of the eictemal 
senses is the chief <lifferepfie ,betwqen the waking 
and sleeping statet^stjill w|B must iK)t forget that this 
torpor depends in^ Reality Qn.,^;torp9r ojf the brain 
itmf^y from the ^oss^of i^erypi^^^i^fluejice, during the 
day, in .consequfii^jqe .(^f th^ ^t^n,tioii,aud volition 
required for the, eJ^^eis9^(ff^th^, semises. It is only, 
probably, after tbe.b;rain,ha9Jt(9ep a little refreshed 
by a primart/i sl§e|}^ tli^|i||jlja exercise again, in the 
form of dreaming,, begJn^V wer a movwnfs death, 
as it were, its actiyify reconuuence?, and dreaming 
is not exliaustion. to itp^ Q^au90 mUsOt, vQlition %$ 
not exercised . during fl^estc^t^e qf deep ;^,\i is the 
vigorous ^exQrais^,, of yolitipn. tV^t ,Vn»inistes or 
destroys ;aeryou^. ^^^Sgy- . *^^^ .refreshing, ppwer of 
only a very ishprt s^egj cleaiily dep^d? on tl^e total 
abstinence from anj/i ^nd qf , volition I otherwise, by 
merely closing; ib^^ eye^jr.and .artificiaUy stopping 
the ears, anf ri^olijftipg^^t^resti. in the hpiizont^ 
posture, we oujmt /^f^ b^^ by 

sleep. But we^:|i^\^, t|i^t,we ^ajre npt; for, by this 
means, we, c^nno^^i^^'»^^^,^^y^ tte senses rest, and 
certainly cmj^i^ pMy;^^t ^^e ^volition, emntial to re- 
flection. And this .|astj rejTp^k leads me to presume 
that sleep differs frqpi|tnQ..)¥aking, state not only in 
the torpor of the se^^es,. but also 4P a great, and, in 
some cases, perhaps, .tfffall^i^^ , of t^e reflective 
power, ^ since, for the exercise of this, volition is 

^ Memory also seems somewhat diminsBhed or clouded. 
J thought, in a dream, that the name of the discoverer of 
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equally necessary, as for the .exercise of the senses, 
and for voluntary motions. The reflective power, 
however, should perhaps, as a genercd principle^ be 
said only to be diminished in sleep (for a certain de- 
gree of it, at times, seems to exist) . Its diminution, 
however, will add to the causes already assigned 
for the increased credulity of the state of sleep. 

Although all the above details in re<jard to 
dreams leave no reaison to" doubt that, during sleep, 
what has been called'the moral' sense exists; still, 
as the reflective potv^tt-is diminished or suspended, 
rt would not appear 1^' ^xist in neai' the same Hate 
of nvactty as m the -faking condition. " Bemorse 
of conscience** seem^' a condition that could, with 
difficulty, exist to a ver^txuiigent de^ee in a dream. 
The imagination may jp^rHapi^ b^ said to constitute 
the soul of the sleeptng "riian, since it is, perhaps, 
this faculty only thit °^ tricUmfnlshed in sleep. 
But imagination, totally uHresrtr^ined aa it is by 
volition, igf a fetal enfemy to the serious thought 
required to enable conscience ' to wound deeply. 
Nevertheless, that the 'soul may be' seriously pun- 
ished, during any (Condition in which it may exist, 
analogous to sleep, cannot be^ a moment doubted, 
since we know, by the itist^Adds of dreams, already 
detailed in this place, it 'is -sifeceptsTblfe, during the 
sleeping conditicm^ of great ^patii or pleasure^ though^ 
at the same time^ totaUij' tiiimilMdw judge of any- 
thing going on in ths eMier^ndt^lyorlSy This singular 
conclusion may cleafly fee 'd§diiito ftom previous 
details, and seems attthat'itf^ ^interests of a uni- 
versal religion can requite! THfe' degree of memory 
that remains, essentiaj tti it^ existence, will enable 
it to remember, at tiriies, mbst of the past actions 

the eflect of ether in producing insensibility was Johnson, 
but I seemed not quite 'sure r'im awakhig, Z immediately 
itemembered the name to be JiickMVii« 

e5 
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of the individual in whose frame it has resided, vani 
this is a condition to make it morally responsible* 
But when the senses are taken away from it, there 
is no reason to belieye that it will be aUe to gain 
any fiirther information of what is going on in this 
world, than what it has already gained. If this 
view be tjorrect, our relatives and friends, who are 
dead, oannot know anything more about oar actions 
and condition on earth, than what they saw or 
heard while themselves Uvin? there ; their soul has 
Uwd on earth-^it now lives ^sewhere — and cannot, 
without Dimne i^terferende^ know anything further 
of earth or earth^s affairs ; and if it loses some 
pleasure from such igDMranoi) it also loses much 
pain and anxiety, seeing wfoaA the casualties of life 
are, and how often the parentis offspring suffers 
more misery than joy. 

The above view of the case leads us to consider 
imagination and memoky thofps more essential parts 
of life that are independent of organization, and 
makes all voluntary poMrer more like a superadded 
faculty^ or the effbct of peculiarorgaaization. It is 
to recruit voluntary power that sleep is necessary to 
animals ; and such may, therefore^ be regarded as a 
real sec9*etion, depending^ioii the organisiation of the 
bnun and spin^, atral pfobabfy, iafter Matteuccis^ 
experiments, suialog^utf to el^otrieity, or that agent 
modified, - •'■ i - » 

As the ititell^ual, aiS'W^A IM moral, powers of 
the soul ar^ rath^ei'ditbiniibhed than increased during 
sleep, it is iu vaiil to'4&>tiei^{lte any real increase of 
human knowledge, as re^T^s truth, daring such 
state, since nothing like D^i^ie interference seems 
to take place during i^<^h condition. I lately dreamt 
that I saw a very large sdrt of scorpion-looking rejj- 
tile near my bed ; and this suggested some scepti- 
cism on points in nattirat theology: yet I remenioer 
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distmetly that these doubts were not interfered 
wiih^ (so to speak) but allowed to run on to an 
unusual, and perhaps I ought to say very improper, 
extent. Yet surely here was a ease for ihe Author 
of nature to enlighten the soul, did He ever think 
fit to do so, during sleep. 

Although, no doubt in some rare cases, dreams 
may have ^^ come to paas,^ still the immense ma- 
jority turn out only groundless fables. In June 
last I dreamt Miss B ■■■ ^ ■ " was manried to an Italian 
gentleman^ whiolf was equally &lse as a subse- 
quent dream,' ill wUoh I thought a serious illness 
had just commeuoed in my own person* Indeed, 
I have times imiu]»eraUe dreeunt things which 
^^ came '''' faim^ bait oM^r . anything ^^ that came 
true.''^ I infer, tbere^Mre, that when any dream 
comes '' to pass,"*^ it is only (Moeidenitily and depen- 
dent on the doetvim ef chafioe»* 

In Aristotle'^s besMVbtfid idea, '' the life of plants 
is an eternal sl^p i^^ and»so it may be-*-sleep of a 
particular desc^ptiim^ • But never having had eoh 
temal imagg^ I ^prdai^nd n^ real vivid images of 
terrestrial obgepta wfll be percejived by them, sup* 
posing they perceivi^ anything. In 4wr sleep, it 
must be remembered, that the p^sons and things 
whieh appear to be aeen, aro, iSLlmost always, persons 
and things, existis^'Ofiueanthi'or 0, iponfused mixture 
of these. Memory, therefore — though, as I have 
said, it be someiiifaat HuMtedfr-ls^ S^iU. aoHvely at work 
with the imaginatftott te Utei^te^ng ptate ; though 
the extent to w;hiebttlfiSlJl^j6t^7 i&eulty is exalted, 
constitutes the reaLiwondfr^of sl^f That this 
exaltation is iiot:depeiM)ent.on. the torpor oi the 
external senses, is iAe^^ rfrpm the fact, that, by 
shutting the eyes aad. stepping the estf-s, we cannot 
" conjure up'' any vivid ^isipi^ ; feut as the brain 
iiself is ako torpid, in one seps^ during sleep, jq<m- 
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mbly this may be adequate to explain th« great 
increase in imagination during sleep. It seems, 
howeyer, more probable that this Realty is itself, 
aamewhat altered and wonderfMy anprnented, quite 
independent of the torpor of the brain. Although 
in eober reason I cannot exactly agree that we ^^ see 
with sealed eyes,'*^ in oui* dreasas, (see quotation 
from Byron at title-page) " yet we certainly see 
imoffee as bright and perfect as ady reaHtiee possibly 
can be, and we <;antlot, icAim awake^^ manage to 
see, in thie way, I a^pr^hend, 'therefoi^e, that the 
power of vision, i^ td-caU it, whi^h exists in dreams, 
should be considered a 'p&rfeeit^' distinct power from 
vision as it exists 'In but tfbkteg^ state: and al- 
though, in all probabHity, il^dlffference depends 
much on the admirat^Iei'sfr^k^re of the eye, not 
being able to be used- 4>y th^d soul during our 
dreams, yet this doei^ ilot, in resility, materially 
alter the present view of tfce sttbje<Jt* As the soul 
cannot, m such fltete, use th* windows (so to 
speak) which Nature^ has prepared for ii, so of 
coarse it can see nething cf 1me'ext€fmal world- 
nothing real. It ^ees, 4il th^ dreiimj'but ih^ images 
of images^ though, nd^d^ftuibt, itt'* wry vivid firtate. 
Awake, say th^ metAphyfercfens, -^^ see but the sha- 
dows of things r iii our 'dreams, then, we see but 
the reflection of thefiW^^^hUd^i^s; ' 

I do not think thftfHlW phenomena of natural 
somnambulism will Wad;*44d''to alt^r any of the 
opinions statedln thes# L^tures : neither will such 
phenomena, when -a):^^r^% etmmimd^ support the 
Mesmerists, so mu<*h ais they pretend, in their be- 
lief even of ckimygincd ;■ and not at all as to pre- 
vision, ffue-d-distanc^y &c. Wo have already seen 
that in sleep, memory is ohlysitffMy diminished, and, 
no doubt, the sense of touch is awo, in most cases, 
only ^ar^m//y suppressed ; and, moreover, when the 
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ey^es remain open, or only partially closed, and the 
natural Somnambules wsuk about, they may also be 
assisted by a feeble degree of vision remaining. 
But, as we know, they 'e^ry often fall from parapets, 
and avoid obstacles badly, the hypothesis that they 
find their way about, by memwy^ aided generally by 
the sense of touch, «ud sometimes by 9» feeble decree 
of the s^iise of sights is quite adequate lio explain 
the phenojnena. Many men^ prnfeoily blind, will 
find their way about better, merely by the aid of 
memory and toaoh, • As to (the ..tales of their 
reading in such stats, these are to be accounted 
for bv the eyelids remaiBinff, in an almost imper- 
ceptible degree, open^ li^ which moans — as through 
a pin-hole in a card— ^ few lines of print are easuy 
made out. But no doubt mqst of these accounts of 
reading have been much eKaggerate4, by the natu- 
ral in^titude of the obgeyyers (so often noted in 
these Lectures) to a9certain< FACTS. 

Goethe's motto w^e " Poetry and Truth ;'"' and 
certainly good poetry should^ as a general principle, 
have its foundation Jui truth* It is in consequence 
that, I catmo(t do betiter th^ conolude the lAove 
observations on dreams, by S4 quotation, from James 
Montgomery, in which Jbei^ well, expressed, in a 
few words, that inconffvu^us wix^re of the sublime 
and beautiful — the re^^i\i]f,\hafipy <xccideut — ^which 
often presents itself in puirl diioafiis^, \u consequence 
of the froKes of the im^fuj^tjouja^ being released, 
as it were, for a tisie,£:^m^ the shackles of the 
senses and the reason, v SpofvlpQg of Switzerland, 
where so many climaitess^em c^ntered in one, and 
where the usual sevi^re Qrdec pf Nature seems, for 
a time, forgotten-^^yet'forgo^en. almost to advan- 
tage — he thus apostrophJ908: — 

^^ A world of wonders, wlieiie Creation seems 
No more the work 9$ Nature-^bttt her pbeams," 
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Pages 8 and dv AUhottgb »€ioef6 c^iudto'ed 1^ #faole 
art of aogttiy wtis iiyroly«d in luitiertaiii^,^^^ still ii applkrs 
it nvar Ofttcy 1^0 ifilAdd liie tmet^itm Ia r^re^od iw latiglifer. 
There ^ lMW«««tv i^o d^bt tUttt Ciomti^ ImM the <)ffiteof 
Augur, which, says Adams, *^ seems to have been #fst ton* 
frired aad aiftillMii^ ^s^i^JMied- dt^S^ftjr to iHMisaise the 
inflaenee of theMfling ts^^ o^ec ihe liattkitttdd," though he 
had no belief in augtify,' 0ir a $ciendd. It appears, hotvever, 
by his work, D&^SepuMkd; ^t Oi«ero wa» in &vour only 
of an art'^/o«ra2iV republic? poe6]t>ly,'thir^;fore, independent 
of periKynal interei^, hethodghithat the nitltitade required 
some i^rt of morsil r^fiitrttitit^ furdi^tf tHan^ what mere pa- 
ganism imposed; hedce, that atigufy'wsls iLdvattageo^asly, 
for the pikiik ^^d^- i^that ;periQd Of <g^t(itl i^ot^iilifice, 
miated' up with «he |>optilar theology^ of the ebantty.' it 
is dear, from the woirks of •Mas^'MtflH^in^^Msxid Sif'O. 
Lyall^^that even in *the United 'Stateib aik^sflbiliU'very^eiie^ 
ndly prevails- that tbe assistautte^/of a' vi^««[^ religion is ne-^ 
cessary fer a stabk and eqtiitablQ fturmta^* government; and 
as no cwili^d nation* Bel»» yct<t» Idevre^^asted in whidi th« 
simple practice affrwre natkn^kU theisfk alone pFStailed, with- 
out running int^ unnece^skrfrquusHfite or slamghter, as we 
shall see furth^ on, thb &^peiAtmiiti is yH to be iried^ 
whether such a state- tofi'el^ioti' is <^]|ipatible with good 
government. Witfai)iiitpteiftxitting''»t' present to pass an 
opinion on so difficult a poiift, ^(thovgli myself opposed to all 
religious tests) I may state this view as a justification, in 
some degree, of Cicero's* conduct. Gibbon, many centuries 
a^r, was jist in the same predieamentwhen he sat in the 
House of Commons. 

In referenee to Cicero having published his opinions on 

^ Adamses Roman Antiquities, p. 243. 
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Aagaiy and Natonl Thecdogy, (De Nahtra Deonam) we 
miut remember GibbonVataitement, that, ^^ before the inyen- 
tion of printiiig, the price of books was a hundred times 
their present Talne, since they were obliged to be copied out 
bj hand." (Decline and Fall, ch. 44.) Hence, even if pnb- 
Ikhed daring his lifetime, these heterodox opinions were 
confined to Tery few of the Bmnaos. The Romans, be it 
also remembered, were, perhaps, the most tolerant people, 
in matterB of rd%jo«, tiuit have ever existed. 

Page 11. I here sot^joia the opinium of the great Histo- 
rianas regaids Magie^ and add an obeerrationor two, which 
will te&d to make the object of my qnotatiflii (p- ll) Baore 
intelligible. 

'* Let ns not hedtali^ to ivkte^f^ a Uh^nal pridei'* says 
Gibbon, (Decline aodJ?aU,i^« f^if-y ^f.tM^onthej^esent 
age th^ enlightened pant ^f JS^n^ has abolisbed a cmel 
and odious prejudice, whtdi .T'Clgiied in evt^y ^ciliniate of the 
globe, and adhered to e»dtrf<4iyftem of religiow^ opmi4ms. 
The nations and the foots, of* tJ)k.BcNlia« world admits with 
equal credulity and.simijlflir iibh<»^ns9fe the jre^lityof that 
infernal art, whi<^ was able t9 ^nfarol tlie ori^ of the 
planets, and ti^«. Yoltintiivy openatioim of th$ liin»aJ» mind/* 
He th^i^tai^ in a notet tb^t ^the f^/ma distii^guished 
between good fsnd.lMid w»^** And thi^bring? me to say 
that this point sbooAd ^Y0-homJifior€t^tmeify Mi$ieA at 
p. 11 ; and likewise thatit was. only whit tbe.Somans con- 
sidered bad magic that .was pittNUkd liy iaw« The necessity 
for punishing ilK»y9om9iihm68r]mak^9^ &ointbe assertion 
of Adams (Op. cit^p*. Si63«) ^'IthatieYeniathe time of Cicero 
and Horace, boys used to. \» erseUiy/piit to death for magical 
purposes." But the puoMbnfnt should not have been for 
the magic, but only for. the bajbarQiw or er^ acts often 
made use of, as a supposed neceasitfy ac^imet Uf sudi magic, or 
for the fraud that accott^oied il« 

Perhaps the casuist may reply to this, and to the object 
of these Lectures generally,, viz., the exposure of fraud, 
that I haye been nnhafpy in ailu^ng to Cicero's case 
of the acceptance of the office of Augpir when he did 
not believe in augury* But, either in his . work De 
Republicd, or De Legibusy he a4^se8 every man to 
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worship the gods according to the custom of his coun- 
try ; and, as aogury was a part of the national religion^ 
he was only following his own precept in taking that 
office. He clearly seemed to regard the unchanged cha- 
racter of the established religion, as regards augury, o« 
good for the public in general, as well as for himself ; and 
this it is that distinguishes him. Gibbon, and many others, 
no doubt in the same predicamenti all over the wprld, from 
the vulgar herd of mesmeric and other impostors, whose 
only "onff idea'* has been to put money in their own 
pockets, while, so far from benefitting, they have been 
actually greatly ii]y[uring ;the public by theii^ dissimulation. 
Besides, Cicero, Gibbon,, and (I may add) Jefferson, were all 
too honest to die with a ^Axi their mouths : they left their 
belief, right or wron^ in their writings. 

Now, on the subject of ^religion, I shall conclude this 
note by begging conscientioi»s .Thefts to remember that it 
seems doubtful, after thf; js^ample of the United States, 
above alluded to, whe^er the. Religion of Nature would 
suffice even for that, the i^^ highly educated people, as a 
body, on the face, of t)ie .earth. Let him also remember 
that Christianity, wherever it haa been, has abolished the 
use of sacrifice; and thaX even kupimn sacrifices, before its 
appearance, prevailed almost every where, when Natural 
Religion was left to itself,-^In the fi^rst French Revolu- 
tion it was slaughter — if^ai si^rifice, But why ? Was the 
fault law, or reUgipn ?7-^T^ey prevailed among the ancient 
Germans (Gibbon, ch. i;^.)rrtthe Druids-— the^ Arabians, 
before the time o^ Mal^Qflietp^he . Hindoos — the ancient 
Phoenicians, as itjie^?uJ98|9(fj fi^r«ndi,,in Malta, which I have 
seen, show — amau^, ^j^e^a^^j}^ li^gyptians, as the temples 
on the banks pf Tihe;^iJe,.f^w, clearly enough, in my 
opinion, though. Chaiftjjjiji^ff f^f^ ^ykinson will tell you 
the contrary^ oj; p^Pjt.a /3pi?^. .99, -the, subject — at Mexico , 
Peru, and Carthage j(Djiy^uis)7rTl»stiy, they prevailed even 
among the Romans;. £^x^sa|^«A^m#) ^'^ Augustus ordered 
four hundred Seiiiat^^ andJE^u^^ wl^a,had sided with An- 
thony, to besaciifioedas yic^msx^ the o^/ar of Julius Ceesar; 
andSextusPompeius tVi^^/^^^i^h^fi^a m% only horses but 
also men, alive^;^ yi^tiji;iif,ip JVJ^Wi^" XQp- <^lt., p. 26d.) 
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I put all tliis down to set. some of our worthy free- 
i^inkers thinking, and to add this account to the profit side 
of a Revealed Religion, which forhids any animal sacrifice. 
I will also leave another question with them, for their so- 
dalist friends, viz., whether any part of the world has, even 
yet^ been well governed without some degree of dissimula- 
tion in the rulers, such as we have seen in Cicero above 
2,000 years ago ? ** Populus trnlt decipi f* then, Decipiatur, 
or, in plain Ehglfsh, As the people think Mr. H — ^b-g is 
politically useful to them, let them, by all means, welcome 
him. ■• \ - '■ 

Page 79. Tt is there sttttea ttiat th^ ajght of the object 
in the day time, recalled a dream which had been wholly 
forgotten. This fkct demands pkrttctifai' attention in one 
respect, viz., as tending to render St probable, or at least 
possible, that in sleep theSbttris klvmys kciive, or dreaming; 
and that when we w(ik&, tdd' ce^tt remember even to 
have dreamt at alL it has ^! had' its drtem. 1 wish this 
fact, viz., that we may drtert".' !mM yet think #e have not 
dreamt till some accidental eim^sStice reminds us of it, to 
"be especially noted,' because I bbsefVe that' Mr. Atkinson, in 
his late work, mentions the'tdtalwa^t bf consciousness often 
during sleep. Ifow I toy that t^e above fact shows the 
consciousness of the sleepiiig state (so to call it) may exist, 
when we in our waking' st&te <3m n^e^ber nothing about 
it. Hence (thegreit point fbt ^ natural theologian as 
opposed to the supposed bltok 6f the atheist) the possibility 
-—on purely human grattviis^^df st^ptfsing the soul to 
exist in a similar state tiftei*' d^'rfi. ' At page 55 I have 

noticed Dr. Barlow^sci^ ^»dbi]!bfl6'ibt»ci6nsnessr and the 
point just mentiohed woiil^ii(^^o^tiptbrt some such view 
as probable, even in the vetf^ly h^lflPf condition. Though 
Mr. Atkinson, therefore, tmyfk^lk^^i^ 'saying that con- 
sciousness, as it exists ih (he<)r^)ei^wkking state, is often 
totally annihilated dming sleefi, ^etMie probability is that 
it is only dormant, tyf thai 'the 'd&nsciousness peculiar to 
sleep, and which never can&insi in ^the waking- state, has 
taken its place. £ven hiMimfy speaking, I believe it 
is quite impossiMe fbr any physiologist to prove that 
Shakespeare was not writing trdth: as well as good poe- 



90 NOTES. 

try, when he talked ahout the "dreams" of the ^^ sleep o^ 
death.** 

I apprehend that on no occasion is more than a very 
small part of what we dream remembered. In a sleep, 
lately, which / knew to have been little above half an hour, 
I remembered what appeared a very long dream. But, as 
in general a person sleeps five or six hours, there is every 
probability in such ease that he fbrgets all except the last 
scenes of the dream. 
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